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q^lic  division  of  the  East  Central  Africa  Conferen:j 
^  allowed  hv  the  enahlini^  act  of  the  General  Conference 
of  N12,  wd"-  consumated  at  the  M5  session,  (he  divisions 
are  known  as  the  Rhodesia  Mission  Conference  and  the  I'or- 
tiiujuese  iiast  Africa  Mission  Conference.  These  Minutes  arc 
the  record  of  the  first  session  of  the  new  Rhodesia  Mission 
Conference,  hut  ihe  history  of  the  work  in  Rhodesia  bet!,an 
with  the  appointment  of  the  first  missionary  in  ISOS  and 
is  embodied  in  the  minute-:  of  the  eleven  sessions  of  the 
East  Central  Africa  Mission  Conference  be.s^inninjjj  in  loo: 
and   endin,i(   with    1^15. 
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Reports  of  Missionaries 

PLANS     FOR     THE     WORK 
OF 
THE  TRAINING  SCHOOL 


Nearly  two  years  have  passed  since  the  necessity  for  an 
operation  compelled  us  to  return   to  America.  It  was  a  dark 
experience,  but  since  the   time   of   convalescence   Cowper's 
words  aptly  cover  my  experience: 

"Ye  fearful  saints,  fresh  courage  take; 
The    clouds  ye  so  much  dread 
Are  big  with  mercies  and  will  break 
In  blessings  on  your  head." 

Certainly  blessings  in  abundance  have  come  upon  me. 
I  cannot  but  ascribe  to  the  promptings  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 
The  desire  has  grown  in  my  heart  and  consciousness  to 
know  the  African  people  better.  To  know  them  intimately, 
adequately,  and  so  far  as  is  possible  for  mortal  man, 
thoroughly.  My  plans  were  for  other  places  of  study  but  I  was 
lead  to  Hartford.  There  I  found  men  who  inspired  me  to  su  ch 
an  extent  that  I  was  lead  to  pray  at  every  class  period  that 
God  would  so  expand  my  emotions  and  intellectual  powers 
that  I  should  be  able  to  retain  for  my  work  here  the  lectures 
that  I  was  hearing. 

'    Necessity  of   Studying    the    Native    Mind 

It  is  trite  to  say  that  the  native  mind  does  not  act  in  the 
same  way  as  does  ours.  But  that  statement  and  others  have 
content  for  me  now.  Why  does  his  mind  act  differently? 
Why  is  he  childlike?  Why  do  we  fiiid  so  many  elementary 
characteristics  in  his  life?  These  and  many  other  questions 
of  life  import  find,  their  explanation  in  the  theory  that  the 
native  has  been  shut  away  from  many  of  the  forces  that  have 
madefor  growth  among  the  Europeans  and  that  he  has  been 
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arrested  in  his  development.  We  are  therefore  dealing- with 
primative  mind.  Our  problems,  then,  take  on  a  much  larger 
aspect.  It  used  to  be  thot  that  the  mere  evangehzation  of  the 
natives  and  primative  peoples  in  our  various  mission  fields 
was  a  fulfillment  of  our  obligations  to  them.  But  while  Chris- 
tianity is  the  greatest  of  social  ferments,  yet  the  yeast  cannot 
make  bread  without  the  flour.  And  while  Christianity  would 
doubtless  work  out  in  time  some  thing  analagous  to  what 
the  Anglo  Saxon  calls  higher  civilization,  yet  we  are  in  a  po- 
sition at  the  present  time  to  accellerate  the  growth  by  apply- 
ing to  the  problems  here  facing  us  what  we  know  from  our 
own  experiences  racial,  social,  economic,  etc. 

Fitting   our   Teaching-    to    the   Native  Life 


The  courses  in  psychology  and  pedagogy  that  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  go  thru  have  opened  up  to  me  new  vistas 
of  endeavor,  visions  of  adaptation,  ranges  of- insight  and 
unc'erstanding  into  native  life  and  thot,  that  I  cannot  but 
pause  many  times  to  thank  God  for  his  leading  me  in  these 
paths.  I  believe  that  right  here  in  Old  Umtali  we  are 
going  to  be  able  to  work  out  methods  of  instruction,  texts 
for  our  various  subjects,  a  psychology  of  the  native  mind 
that  will  affect  the  work  among  primitive  poeples  of  Africa. 
The  Board  has  given  to  us  here  a  privilege  that  no 
mission  up  to  the  present  has  been  accorded  which  is  to 
work  close  to  the  native  mind  with  the  newest  psychological 
instrument  of  precision.  I  may  say  in  passing  that  these 
instruments  will  enable  us  amorig  other  things  to  ascertain 
with  reasonable  certainty  the  nervous  organization  of  the 
native,  whether  the  physical  organism  functions  adequately 
for  the  support  of  the  nervous.  We  will  be  able  to  ascertain 
the  degree  of  attention  of  the  native,  how  his  mind  works  in 
acquiring  knowledge  and  how  we  can  accellerate  the  learning- 
process.  In  a  word  there  are  problems  for  all  of  us  to  work  at 
for  a  life  time  in  making  as  thorough  as  possible  our  knowledge 
of  the  native  mind  and  heart.  These  impressions  and  conclu- 
sions were  further  strengthened  by  visits  to  Hampton  Institute 
and  to  Tuskeegee  where  is  being  pioneered  the  doctrine 
of  education  for  life.  These  with  observation  of  methods  in 
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elementary  and  schools  for  delinquents  have  contributed  to 
concrete  methods  in  reaching  the  slow  of  mind. 

Work   since    Return 

From  this  study,  then,  I  came  back  to  Old  Umtali  toward 
which  my  heart  was  turned  since  leaving,  about  the  first 
of  November.  Finance  committee  meetings,  the  writing  of  a 
general  report  of  our  work  in  Rhodesia  for  the  quadrennium, 
renovating  ho  use  and  ofRce,  the  building  of  an  addition  to 
the  dispensary,  the  ceiling  of  the  church,  and  the  organi- 
zation of  the  school  for  the  coming  year  have  taken  all  my 
time  from  sun-up  to  bed  time.  In  all  this  I  want  to  bear 
witness  to  the  consideration  and  the  brotherly  kindness  of 
Mr.  H.  I.  James  who  has  with  such  efficiency  carried  on  the 
work  at  Old  Umtali  during  my  furlough.  He  will  make  the 
report  for  the  school  year  of  1915. 

A    More    Efficient     Organization    of    the    School 

In  the  organization  of  the  school  for  this  year  we  are 
trying  the  experiment  of  bringing  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
Fairfield  Girl's  School  together  in  the  classes  of  the  four 
upper  standards.  There  was  full  consultation  and  especially 
with  the  best  our  native  teachers.  If  the  arrangement  can  be 
v/orkedit  will  be  ad  vantageous  to  the  Girls' School  by  reliev- 
ing them  of  a  burden  of  teaching  which  for  years  has  been 
almost  overwhelming,  it  will  give  the  girls  the  same  number 
of  hours  of  instruction.  It  saves  overlapping  effort.  It  increas- 
es the  efficiency  of  both  schools  inasmuch  as  each  subject  is  in 
the  hand  of  an  individual  teacher  and  so  will  tend  to  become 
more  and  more  specialized.  Our  curriculum  ought  to  grow 
in  richness  of  method  of  development  and  this  will  help  us 
to  cover  more  ground  and  give  to  our  pupils  more  knowledge 
and  efficiency  in  the  handling  of  this  knowledge.  Our  school 
will  then  have  grown  from  the  antiquated  district  school 
where  one  person  teaches  all  classes  and  subjects  to  a  school 
of  specialized  teachers. 

HERBERT      N.    HOWARD 
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OLD  UMTALI 


The      Vfiiiatility    of      Missionary     Work 

It  seems  but  a  Tew  wee!<s  ago  since  our  last  report  was 
read,  but  13  months  have  passed  since  our  last  Conference. 
These  months  have  been  packed  solid  with  the  never-ending 
and  manifold  duties  of  the  missionary.  Teaching,  corres- 
ponding,  printing,  book  — binding,  preaching  both  to  white 
and  black  peoples,  supervising  out-stations,  burying,  marry- 
ing, sitting  in  the"Gates  of  Israel"  and  "Judging"  or  set- 
tling cases  of  all  kinds  brought  to  the  missionary  by  the 
people,  giving  exhortations  or  reproof,  in  season  and  out  of 
season.— these  are  but  some  of  the  many  things  that  have 
occupied  our  time  to  the  fullness. 

The  School 

The  Boys'  Training  School  sinc3  last  Conference  has 
been  in  session  a  full  year.  Though  we  had  many  difficu- 
ties  to  contend  with  this  past  year,  yet  we  have  attempted 
to  carry  out  our  programme  with  as  great  a  degree  of 
thoroughness  as  was  possible.  To  this  end  all  who  had  any 
part  in  the  work  of  teaching  contributed  nobly. 

A  few  boys  went  out  from  us  at  the  end  of  the  year 
to  take  their  places  in  the  callings  that  lie  open  to 
them,  and,  we  trust,  better  for  having  spent  a  few  years 
with  us.  Others,  having  felt  called,  are  hoping  to  go  oijt 
in  our  work  as  Pastor-Teachers. 

We  have  tried  during  the  year  to  ever  impress  upvn 
the  boys  the  necessity  of  being  Christian  workers  whether 
engaged  in  secular  occupations  or  not.  Week  bv  week 
many  of  them  walk  miles  on  Sunday  mornings  to  help  in 
the  Sunday  School  work  in  some  of  our  surrounding  sta- 
tions. On  Good  Friday  last,  many  of  the  boys  were  organi' 
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zed  into  teams  under  strong  leaders  to  go  out  Into  the  vil- 
lages and  tell  the  story  of  the  Saviour's  Dying  Love.  Thus 
we  have  attempted  to  combine  book  learning  and  indus- 
trial training  with  practical  Christain   service. 

Changes    in    Personnel 

There  were  a  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  our 
Missionaries  during  the  year.  In  June  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Wallace 
left  us  being  transferred  to  Mutambara.  A  few  weeks  later 
however,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  long  looked  for,  arrived  and 
filled  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  going  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wallace. 

War  Conditions    Supply    Vacancy 

One  branch  of  the  work  of  Mrs.  Wallace,  the  Medical, 
was  left  in  layman  hands.  Just  about  that  time  however 
Miss  E.  Bjorklund.  a  trained  nurse  from  the  Inhambane 
Mission  arrived  on  her  way  to  Sweden  for  a  furlough. 
Providentially  or  otherwise,  war  conditions  did  not  permit 
her  to  continue  her  journey,  and  after  agreement  with  the 
Inhambane  Mission,  Miss  Bjorklund  took  charge  of  this 
department  until  she  CDuld  proceed  on  her  journey.  She  is 
still  here. 

The    Family   School 

Our  School  for  the  wives  and  children  of  our  married 
students  this  year  was  raised  to  the  grade  of  of  a  second- 
class  school.  Besides  their  regular  classes  in  school  work, 
the  sewing  class  which  was  started  towards  the  end  of 
the  previous  year  was  continued  daily  throughout  the  year. 
The  results  have  justified  the  extra  effort. 

Out-Station  Work 

As  occasion  called  or  circumstances  permitted,  visits 
were  made  to  the  out-stations  under  my  care.  The  journey, 
the  chancre  of  surroundings,  the  brief  respite  from  the  cares 
of  the  home  station,  the  preaching,  the  councilling  and  the 
visiting  around  the  fires  in  the  huts  of  some  of  our  people, 
these  all  were  means  of  grace  to  me  oft-times. 
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Press   and  Book  Depository 

Owing'^to  the  departure  of  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Buchwalter  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  another  station,  the  work  of  the 
Mission  Press  and  Book  Depository  devolved  on  me.  A  weekly 
issue  of  tvvo  thousnd  Sunday  School  lessons  for  our  people 
in  the  vernacular  was  printed.  Beside  this,  we  were 
able  to  do  Httle  eles  in  the  printing.  Over  a  thousand  books 
were  bound,  keeping  pace  with  our  sales  in  the  Book  Depo- 
sitory of  those  of  our  own  publications. 

St.    Andrews 

For  the  first  few  months  of  year  I  was  called  upon  to 
take  Sunday  services  in  our  European  Church,  St  Andrews, 
in  Umtali  at  times  when  Rev.  C.  A.  Kent,  our  District  Su- 
perintendent was  out  on  the  district.  Later,  on  Mr.  Kent's 
return  to  America,  the  work  of  supplying  fell  to  me. 

A  sense  of  the  fitness  of  things  seemed  to  be  reached 
sometimes  when  after  a  week  of  such  varied  occupations 
followed  by  a  drive  of  ten  miles  under  the  blazing  rays  of 
a  tropical  sun,  the  congregation  would  join  in  singing, 
"From  trials  unexempted"  or  "Come  unto  Me  ye  weary. 
And  I  will  give  you  Rest." 

Laborers  Not  Sufficient    for    the  Harvest 

What  have  been  the  discouraging  features  of  the 
year's  work?  The  minor  things  ,  common  to  the  lot  of  all 
men,  we  will  not  notice.  But  to  be  a  missionary  and  know 
that  one's  powers,  were  they  fifty  times  as  great,  could 
not  begin  to  cope  with  the  great  crying  needs;  to  see  the 
school  filled  with  young  men  eager  to  learn  and  to  equip 
themselves  for  efficiency  in  life  and  then  unly  give  them  a 
meagre  portion  of  what  we  might  if  we  only  had  more 
workers;  to  think  of  ones  out-stations  and  know  that  if 
only  time  would  permit  of  mare  frequent  visitation  and 
closer  supervision  the  people  would  be  brought  unto  a  truer 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  God;  to  think  of  these  things 
and  then  be  powerless  to  do  more  is  what  causes  the  heart 
breaking  experiences  of  the  missionary. 
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Not  all  a  missionary's  experiences  are  discou  raging-.  Of  ten 
bright  gleams  to  the  soul  will  flash  by  experiences  in  the 
school-room,  office,  or  on  travel  that  show  clearly  some 
effort  that  has  brought  forth  fruit. 

HENRY   I.    JAMES. 


BACK  TO  THE  LAND 

Since  the  last  Annual  Conference  we  attended  Mrs. 
Roberts  and  I  have  been  on  furlough  in  the  home  land.  The 
visit  was  interesting,  pleasing,  and  refreshing.  Upon  our 
our  return  we  found  the  things  which  had  been  difficult, 
trying  and  nerve  racking  before  our  furlough  were  less 
worrying. 

A    Busy   Furlough 

Everywhere  we  went  the  expression  was,  "Oh  tell  us 
about  Africa.  We  have  heard  missionaries  from  all  of  the 
other  great  countries  but  we  have  never  heard  one  from 
Africa."  The  story  of  the  African  people  seemed  to  be  of  in- 
terest wherever  we  told  it  and  even  though  we  were  not 
allowed  to  appeal  for  money  in  the  churches  we  did  succeed 
in  finding  friends  who  helped  us  to  secure  the  neccesary  ele- 
ven-hundred and  eighty  dollars  with  which  the  machinery  for 
the  Electric  Lighting  and  Power  Plant  was  purchased.  Just 
here  I  want  to  say  a  word  in  praise  of  the  people  who  so 
kindly  helped  us  to  secure  money  and  equipment.  Due  to 
the  generosity  and  friendliness  of  the  maker  of  the  electrical 
apparatus,  the  entire  plant  was  secured  at  a  third  that  it 
would  have  cost  had  the  machinery  been  purchased  in  the 
ordinary  way.  As  soon  as  the  rainy  season  is  past  we  expect 
to  install  the  machinery  that  we  may  have  light  and  power. 
Let  us  hope  that  the  day  of  candles   and   paraffin   lamps  is 
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now  nearly  at  an  end. 

The  Epworth  Leagues  in  the  Sheldon  District  of  the 
North  -  West  -  Iowa  Conference  provide  my  salary  so  I  was 
invited  and  expected  to  visit  and  speak  in  their  churches. 
This  I  did,  speaking  three  times  nearly  every  Sunday  I  spent 
in  Iowa.  It  was  reason  for  gratification  to  see  the  interest 
the  people  show  in  the  propagation  of  the  gospel.  They 
seemed  wilHng  to  listen  almost  any  length  of  time  if  only 
one  would  continue  telhng  the  story  of  the  native  African 
people. 

Some    Discouragments    for    Farmers 

We  arrived  at  Old  Umtali  on  June  15,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing to3k  charge  of  the  far.n  work.  Harv^-estof  the  season's 
corn  crop  was  under  way.  It  was  found  to  be  a  short  crop 
due  to  excessively  heavy  rains.  Week  after  week  the  rains 
had  been  almost  a  flood  and  mud  was  too  deep  for  work  in 
the  fields.  This  year  the  situation  is  exactly  the  opposite.  Up 
to  the  present  time  we  have  had  but  lYz  inches  of  rain  while 
at  the  corresponding  day  of  last  year,  31^  inches  had  been 
registered.  We  are  theatened  with  famine.  There  is  no  sign 
of  rain  at  present  but  if  it  should  rain  at  once,  the  fields 
could  not  possibly  make  a  half  crop.  The  native  people  are 
already  being  fed  by  the  government  in  some  part  of  Rho- 
desia and  in    other  places  are  at  the  point  of  hunger. 

Improvements 

We  have  increased  the  irrigated  garden  and  have  planted 
150  grape  vines,  also  a  like  number  of  lemon  trees  which  are 
to  be  grafted  with  orange  stock.  The  vegetable  garden  has 
in  the  usual  way  provided  laboratory  instruction  for  the 
native  people  as  well  as  a  vegetable  supply  for  the  mission- 
aries. 

Drought  Destroys  Plans  for  hiiprovetiients 

Our  plans  for  the  development  of  the  farm  this  year 
have  been  great,  but  the  fact  that  the  corn  crop  is  a 
certain  failure  makes  it  impossible  to  do  the  work.  We 
will   not   have   the   revenue   from    the   farm   to  stand     the 
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expense.  We  are  cutting  down  expense  on  every  possible 
detail.  I  am  signing-  off  every  boy  who  earns  a  wage.  It 
will  save  a  little  money  and  some  food.  The  drought  will 
set  us  back  in  our  work.  The  stock  of  the  farm  has  in- 
creased at  the  usual  rate.  The  farm  is  making  slow  but  sure 
progress  in  self  support.  The  treasurer's  books  show  us  to  be 
i^l50  behind  but  if  account  is  taken  of  the  increase  in  stock, 
rent  for  store  site  on  the  farm  and  government  grant  for 
ir.struction  in  agriculture  the  farm  will  have  paid  the  farmer's 
salary  for  the  year  besides  keeping  ud  iis  own  expense. 
We  are  still  farming  in  a  manner  that  no  farmer  would 
approve.  A  grain  farmer  cannot  succeed  in  Rhodesia  for 
any  great  length  of  time.  We    must    change    our    methods. 

Effect    of    Regular  Agricultural  Classes   on    Native   Economic  Life 

Though  the  Agricultural  classes  have  accomplished 
much  during  the  last  five  years  that  we  have  been  giving 
instruction  in  this  subject  we  plan  for  greatly  extending 
the  usefulness  in  this  kind  of  instruction.  Many  of  the 
boys  who  have  gone  out  from  our  Ag'ri cultural  classes  are 
making  very  good  use  of  their  training  in  vegetable  gardening. 

A  goodly  number  of  others  are  training  their  cattle  to 
work  and  are  using  them  to  plow  their  fields  whereas  in  the 
very  recent  past  there  was  only  one  native  man  in  all  this 
country  who  used  his  cattle  for  work.  In  a  few  instances 
native  boys  are  improving  their  livestock  according  to  our 
instruction.  A  great  number  of  boys  are  holding  positions 
which  would  have  been  far  beyond  them  had  they  not  re- 
ceived instruction  in  these  subjects. 

An    Important    Need 

Among  the  needs  of  the  mission,  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant is  the  water  supply.  Let  us  hope  and  pray  that  we  may 
some  day  have  it.  A  hydraulic  ram  could  be  used  to  adva- 
tage,  pumping  water  from  the  river,  or  we  might  secure 
water  from  an  irrigation  ditch  which  passes  four  miles  from 
the  border  of  the  farm.  This  would  be  more  satisfactory  as 
the  water  would  come  by  gravity  and  would  give  a    greater 
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supply.  This  water  supply  will  only  be  available  when  we 
can  secure  funds.  It  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  carrying- 
water  from  the  river  which  is  half   a  mile    away. 

GEORGE   A.    ROBERTS. 


FURLOUGH  AND  AFTER 

Many  and  manifold  are  the  duties  of  a  missionary.  As 
we  rush  along  each  day  endeavoring  to  do  all  that  comes  to 
our  hands  we  fail  to  take  account  of  the  time,  and  only  when 
time  for  reports  do  we  stop  to  ask,  what  have  I   been  doing'* 

A  Year  in  the  Home-Land 

Since  I  last  made  a  report  to  this  conference,  it  has  been 
my  privilege  to  a  spend  more  than  a  year  in  the  home  land 
which  I  greatly  enjoyed  and  was  in  many  ways  a  great 
blessing  to  me.  It  was  always  my  delight  when  opportunities 
came  and  they  were  many,  lc  tell  the  story  of  Africa,  in  its 
life  and  customs.  My  efforts  were  poor  y^t  the  people  always 
seemed  greatly  interested. 

While  our  furlough  was  a  great  pleasure,  we  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  we  should  be  back  among  our  people 
and  at  our  work  again.  And  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  we  at  last 
came  in  sight  of  Old  UmtaH-  and  home.  Our  hearts  were  filled 
with  gratitude  to  our  Father  for  His  protection  during  our 
voyage  over  the  seas  in  these  troublesome  times. 

Back    at   Work 

Soon  after  my  arrival  I  took  up  my  former  duties,  that 
of  teaching  English  in  the  Boys'  Central  Training  School.  The 
EngHsh  work  includes  the  teaching  of  reading,  writing,  spell- 
ing, phonics,  and  composition.  I  had  four  different  grades  of 
the  work  and  in  each  grade  there  seemed  to  be  greater  ability 
and  more  efficiency  shown  in  the  present  classes  than  in  the 
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corresponding  classes  of  other  years.  This  shows  improvement 
and  growth  in  the  standard  of  boys  who  now  come  to  us  for 
instruction  in  all  lines  of  school  work. 

At  present  my  missionary  efforts  are  confined  to  the  care 
and  training  of  two  small  missionaries,  our  twin  sons,  Tudor 
Rhodes  Roberts  and  Tliomas  Fowles  Roberts  who  came  to  our 
home  December  23rd,  1915.  It  is  the  hope  and  prayer  of  their 
parents  that  their  little  lives  may  he  given  to  the  c^use  of 
Africa  a!id  its  people. 

MRS.     G.    A.    ROBERTS 


^'HEALED  THE  SICK" 

After  more  than  six  years  of  work  at  Inhambane 
was  granted  a  furlough,  but  war  conditions  prevent- 
ed my  immediate  return  to  Sweden.  It  was  arranged 
for  me  to  go  to  Rhodesia  since  the  doctor  said  I  must  rem^ain 
no  longer  in  that  climate.  It  was  arranged  by  Bishop 
Hartzell  and  Mr.  Kent  that  should  I  be  detained  for 
any  length  of  time  I  should  have  charge  of  the  medi- 
cal work  at  Old  I  mtali.  I  have  now  had  this  work  for 
about    nine   months. 

What    I     Found 

I  found  a  dispensary  in  course  of  construction. 
The  busy  missionaries  had  built  the  walls  and  put  on  the 
roof.  The  supplies  had  been  allowed  to  run  down.  Some 
unla belled  bottles  had  to  be  thrown  away.  Besides  this  there 
were  two  rolls  of  absorbent  cotton,  about  a  pint  of  castor 
oil.  half  a   dozen    packages   of  salts  and  some  Jeyes  Fluid. 

What    we    have 

Since  then  the  dispensary  has  been  finished,  and 
two   rooms   added   in   which   patients  who  must  remain  for 
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treatment  may  be  accommodated.  It  has  also  been  sup- 
plied with  the  necessities  for  treatment.  While  I  feel 
grateful  for  the  present  equipment,  there  are  still  many 
more  needs.  The  must  urgent  requirement  is  for  beds 
for  these  two  rooms.  Not  only  is  this  a  need  for  the 
comfort  of  the  patients,  but  after  seven  years  of  Africa 
malaria,  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  the  nurse  to  give 
treatment    on    the    floor,     especially    in   maternity   cases. 

The  Work 

People  with  African  sores,  pneumonia,  blood-poisoning, 
dysentery,  sore  eyes,  malaria  fever,  dislocated  joints, 
mumps,  whooping  cough,  chickenpox,  worms,  epilepsy,  lep- 
rosy and  tuberculosis  have  all  applied  for  treatment, 
and  almost  daily  natives  come  asking  for  medicine  for 
tooth  ache.  After  assuring  them  the  only  sure  cure 
is  to  extract  it  they  generally  consent  to  have  it  done. 
These,  with  the  most  prevalent  disease  of  Africa, 
have  come  by  the  scores.  When  they  found  that  there 
was  some  one  with  a  regular  hour  to  treat  them,  the 
number    increased   until  s«  me  days  there  were  over  forty. 

A  large  part  of  the  work  has  been  maternity  cases 
among  both  white  and  native.  Some  most  distressing, 
barbarous  cases  have  come  to  our  notice  as  a  result  of 
heathenish  practices  performed  at  child  birth.  One  poor 
woman,  a  wife  of  one  of  our  teachers,  I  found  in  a 
kraal  four  months  afttP  confinement  with  hip  bone  bro- 
ken. I  brought  her  with  her  sick,  dying  baby  to  Old  Umtali, 
when,  after  being  under  my  care  for  four  months  God 
took  her  from  her  gi-eat  suffering  to  eternal  rest.  The  little 
baby  was  received  by  the  teachers  of  the  Fairfield  Girls' 
School  where  she  was  given  a  mother's  love  and  care.  As 
a  result   she  is  now  a  nice  strong  child. 

I  am  training  a  number  of  girls  to  be  assistants  and 
some  of  them  have  done  quite  well.  Our  hope  is  that  some 
may  become  proficient  enough  to  go  out  in  the  kraals  and 
take  the  responsibility  of  this  much  needed  work  among 
tneir  own  people.  We  hope  also  to  give  some  instruction 
along  this  line  to  the  wives  of  the    native  teachers.   It  has 
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been  a  joy  to  me  to  see  the  gratefulness  of  these  mothers 
who  have  been  under  care,  and  the  growing  interest  among 
the  Christian  mothers  to  come  under  the  care  of  the  white 
nurse-  It  has  also  come  to  my  notice  that  all  the  little 
babies  who  have  been  under  my  care  the  first  week  of 
their  lives,  have  not  had  sore  eyes,  while  those  of  our 
women  who  had  been  attended  by  a  native  woman^bring 
their  babies  to  me  with  their  eyes  infected. 

I  have  four  classes  a  week  in  school  in  hygiene.  I  arn 
enjoying  both  this  and  my  Sunday  School  class.  One  Sunday 
the  lesson  was  on  Samuel  and  when  1  asked  what  good  they 
saw  in  him,  one  boy  said,  "We  boys  like  to  sleep  at  night 
and  if  we  are  awakened  we  do  not  like  it,  but  Samuel  was 
awakened  many  times  and  did  not  get  angry." 

Incidents 

I  am  grateful  to  God  that  He  has  given   me    strength 
to  do  this   work   and  have  found  great  joy  in  it.  I  will  just 
mention  one  incident  that  was  a  special  blessing  tome.  A  man 
brought  his   son,    who  had  had   epilepsy     for    years.   The 
attacks   came  on  him    every  twenty  four  hours   and   lasted 
sometimes   five   hours.  The   father   and  older  brother   told 
me   that  he  had    never  been  able   to  do  any  iwork  in   his 
life,   I  told   him  that   I  could     not  do     anything  for  him, 
but  knew  one  who  could    and    told   him   how     the  Lord 
healed   me   when    I  was   given   up   to  die   in  China.  I  read 
to  him  parts   of  the   Bible  where    Jesus  healed  the  sick, 
and  prayed  and   kept   up  a  treatment  to  try  to  build  up 
his  body.    One   morning   I  saw   a  boy   running  down    the 
mountain  with  a  load  of  wood   (m   his  head.    He   threw  the 
wood  at  my   feet,    and   I  saw  it  was  the    epileptic     boy. 
When   I  asked    what  it  meant,  he   said,  "I  wanted   to  try 
to  see  if  your  Jesus  would  give  me  strength,  and  He   has." 
He  kept  this  up   every   day   for  a  week    or   ten  days.     He 
then  decided  he     wanted   a  book  to    learn    to    read,    and 
earned    this    by   chopping    wood.    A  little    later  he   went 
home   declaring,  with  laughter  and  great  joy,  that  he  was 
well  and    strong,  having   had    no    attacks    for  more  than 
two   weeks. 
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Urgent    Needs 

In  order  to  meet  these  most  urgent  needs  and  the 
constant  cries  ft)r  help  we  must  have  more  funds,  and 
I  trust  any  who  mny  read  these  lines  will  remember  us 
with    a  gift  for  this   important  work, 

I  enjoy  the  Lord's  work  and  hope  I  may  have  the 
privilege    of  do'ng  it  for    many    years   yet  to   come. 

ELLEN     E.   BJORKLUND 


WIVES    AND    CHILDREN 

The  work  among  the  wives  and  daughters  of  our  married 
students  at  Old  Umtali  during  the  past  year  has  been,  on  the 
whole,  quite  encouraging. 

Progress    with    the    Needle 

Sewing  classes  hp.ve  been  held  five  days  a  week.  The  im- 
provement many  have  made  is  certainly  wonderful.  The  aim 
has  been  to  teach  each  woman  to  cut  and  put  the  garments  to- 
gether. Some  of  them  have  succeeded  in  doing  this  very  v;ell 
while  others  find  it  very  difficult. 

Children    Sew    Too 

It  is  very  pleasing  lo  see  the  c'.:ilGren,  girls  of  from 
eight  to  twelve  years  of  age,  learning  to  sew.  In  fact 
some,  of  them  do  better  than  their  nuthers. 

Eager  t<>    Learn 

Many  of  the  women  are  not  satisfied  with  simply  sewing 
in  the  classes,  but  will  bring  cloth  to  be  cutout  for  them  to  sew 
in  their  own  homes,  while  others  ask  for  patterns  to  cut  and 
and  sew  their  garments  at  home.  It  has  been,  suri'rising  to  see 
how  well  they  have  managed. 
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Bible   Study 

Fo;-  several  months  we  spent  about  three  hours  each  day 
on  the  Bible,  taking  the  e^rly  Old  Testament  stories  as  the  l)asis 
of  our  work.  The  Old  Testament  has  not  been  translated  into  the 
vernacular  so  that  many  parts  of  it  are  unknown  to  these  wo- 
men who  cannot  read  English.  They  showed  great  interest  in 
istening  to  the  simple  Bible  stories  an  :1  were  always  e agar 
to  ask  questions. 

A    New  Habit 

The  habit  of  cleanliness  is  not  very  deeply  rooted  in  these 
women  and  girls.  By  occasional  talks  I  have  tried  to  iiistill  in 
them  the  necessity  of  this  habit.  Althou'>h  one  can  see  some 
improvement  ?long  this  line  we  can  still  wish  for  more. 

MRS.    H.    I.  JAMES. 


MT.  MAKOMWE 

Extent    of  the  Field 

January  5  was  the  date  of  our  reaching  Mtoko,  there- 
fore we  had  baen  only  one  month  on  this  new  field 
at  the  time  of  leaving  for  Conference.  During  the  year 
1915  my  time  was  taken  up  altogether  with  the  Makomwe 
field  where  I  was  stationed.  Here  I  had  two  Circuits 
to  care  for,  namely,  Makomwe  and  Chiduku  comprising 
twelve  stations.  Eleven  of  these  are  outstations  which 
were  to  be  visited  once  a  quarter,  and  require  a  journey  of 
at  least    one  hundred  and  seventy   five   miles. 

Usually  this  trip  was  made  in  fifteen  days,  and  was  time 
well  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Master  in  the  supervision 
of  the  field.  If  our  African  Church  is  to  be  kept  in 
good  standing  our  people  must  be  visited  and  cared  for 
by  the   white  missionary. 
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Dedication    "Hudson   Memorial    Church" 

During  this  time  the  stcne  church  then  in  the  course  of 
erection  was  pushed  forward.  Dedication  took  place  in  July, 
our  Dist.  Superintendent,  Chas.  A.  Kent  with  Mrs.  Kent 
being-   present. 

Extension    of    Work    at    Mtoko   and    Makaha 

Soon  afterwards  came  the  call  to  help  Dr.  Gurney  with 
Mission  buildings  at  Mtoko  where  I  stayed  two  full  months. 
Expecting  to  take  up  work  at  Makomwe,  I  came  to  Old 
Umtali  but  was  returned  to  Mtoko  after  marriage  to  Miss 
Ruby  N.  Goddard.  Previous  to  this  Dr.  Gurney  met  with  a 
severe  accident  which  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  return 
to  America,     leaving  this    important  field   unprovided  for. 

As  already  intimated  we,  that  is,  Mrs  Paisley  and  my- 
self reached  the  Mtoko  field  Jan.  5.  of  this  present  year. 
Here  we  found  during  the  one  short  month  of  residence 
plenty  of  work  to  keep  us  busy  in  adjusting  ourselves 
to  our  new  surroundings  and  settling  down  for  aggressive 
work  among  the  natives.  At  present  two  centers  have 
been  formed,  stations  opened  and  teachers  appointed.  This 
was  done  by  Dr.  Gurney  under  Bishop  Haitzell's  sanction 
and  appointment.  This  new  field  gives  great  premise  for  the 
future.  At  Mtoko  proper  a  substantial  brick  house  has  been 
built  at  little  cost;  the  whole  of  the  work  having  been 
done  by  native  labor  under  the  supervision  of  your 
missionary.  The  bricks  were  made  by  the  natives  them- 
selves. This  gives  us  a  splendid  Mission  house  as  the 
head  quarters  for  the  district  where  Government  build- 
ings have  been  erected  and  a  regular  police  force  sta- 
tioned. Probably  ten  thousand  natives  pass  every  year 
to  and  from  their  home  in  the  great  Lake  region.  At 
Makaha  thirty-five  miles  away  where  the  second  center  has 
been  opened,  large  mines  have  been  discovered.  Here 
many  hundreds  of  natives  are  employed.  This  gives  us  a 
second  Penhalonga  with  splended  opportunities  for  reach- 
ing them  with  the  Gospel.  Mtoko  is  h  populous  district, 
where    according   to   Government  figures    there  are  nearly 
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twenty  five  thousand  souls  within  a  radius  of  thirty 
miles.  Altogether  this  is  a  choice  field  and  is  occupied  by 
no  other  Missionary  Societies.  A  large  territory  stretch- 
ing to  the  Zambesi  is  ours  for  Christ  if  we  go  in  to 
possess  it. 

At  present  we  have  no  church  membership  Other  than 
ourselves  and  native  workers.  The  people  are  altogether 
in  darkness.  At  first  they  were  afraid  of  attending  either 
school  or  church  services  but  now  their  confidence  is 
being  won  and  the  attendance  although  not  large  is  en- 
couraging.   There  were   sixty   present  at   our   last  service. 


J.     G.     PAISLEY 


MUTAMBARA 

About  eight  months  ago  Mrs.  Wallace  and  myself 
reached  Mutambara  to  take  charge,  while  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
O'Farrell  were  on  their  furlough. 

New    Ground 

The  people  received  us  kindly  enough,  yet  there  was  that 
inevitable  reticence  which  comes  with  every  change  of  ad- 
ministration, which  only  time  can  set  right.  We  are  gradually 
coming  to  know  the  people  and  are  becoming  more  and  more 
interested  in  them,  and  things  are  begining  to  move  more 
^^oothly. 

School 

In  the  boarding  department  we  have  lost  a  few  and 
gained  some,  which  about  balances,  save  in  the  case  of  the 
girls.  We  have  turned  a  few  girls  away  because  it  had  not 
been  definately  decided  if  any  of  the  girls  could  be  provided 
for.  The  kraal  attendance  has  never  been  satisfactory  nor 
s  at  present,  but  I  think  there  is  evidence  of  improvement. 
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There  seems  an  interest  in  the  student  body  to  acquire 
knowledge,  which  is  a  primary  condition  for  good  school  work. 

We  have  finally  moved  from  the  disreputable  old  school 
building  to  the  new  church,  of  which  mention  will  be  made 
later. 

A    Spiritual    Awakening 

In  our  school  there  are  som.e  very  promising  boys  and 
girls.  I  do  not  say  this  because  of  a  very  clever  class  or  indi- 
viduals, tho  we  have  some  above  the  average  in  natural  ability, 
but  I  say  it  because  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  I  believe  has 
come  into  some  of  their  hearts.  We  have  been  blessed  within 
the  last  two  weeks  by  having  a  heart  felt  religious  revival 
in  our  midst.  Some  have  had  their  sins  forg:iven  and  show 
it  in  Uieir  faces;  others  were  left  hungering;  some  have  been 
seeking  that  priceless  pearl  of  a  clean  heart.  This  is  the 
brightest  ray  of  light  that  has  fallen  across  my  path  in  the 
whole  time  I  have  been  in  Africa.  I  trust  that  this  may 
be  the  first  step  of  a  long  journey  of  victory  for  Jesus  over 
the  power  of  satan  and  sin.  I  must  mention  in  this  connec- 
tion Miss  Mullikin  as  being  seemingly  the  human  instrument 
used  in  the  beginning  of  the  awakening,  and  all  thru  the 
week  of  services  before  we  left  there  seem.ed  to  rest  a  spirit 
of  conviction  on  the  people. 

Buildings,    Old    and    New 

Of  necessity  we  have  had  to  do  a  good  deal  of  this  kind  of 
work.  First  the  church  had  to  be  built  to  give  us  a  place  to 
teach  in,  as  the  old  one  was  in  a  terrible  state  of  repair  and 
dangerous  to  be  in  as  it  was  likely  to  collapse  at  any  time. 
Besides  this,  stock  buildings  had  to  be  built  and  during  this 
busy  time  we  had  to  cut  forty  acres  of  wheat  with  sickles. 
The  East  Coast  Fever  broke  out  and  we  were  compelled  by 
the  government  to  build  a  dip  tank.  A  pole  and  daga  house 
was  built  for  Miss  Mullikin  as  we  could  not  put  up  at  that  time 
her  brick  cottage,  and  for  several  other  reasons,  finance,  lack 
of  brick  etc.  This  house  was  built  with  the  idea  of  turning 
it  over  to  the  girls  when  the  cottage  was  finished. 
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The  church  is  being  used  tho  it  is  not  finished.  The  walls 
are  not  plastered,  and  at  present  a  temporary  floor  of  rotted 
granite  is  being  used.  This  is  a  spendid  building,  being  25x60 
inside  measurements.  It  is  a  palace  compared  to  the  old  one 
but  seats  are  much  needed. 

The  boys'  houses  were  justly  criticised  by  the  school  in- 
spector, and  they  have  withered  under  a  just  condemnation. 
Only  one  remains,  and  that  is  a  physical  wreck. 

The  boys  have  had  to  vacate  naturally,  and  areatpresent 
located  in  what  was  formerly  the  married  boys'  quarters.  On 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  houses  it  is  a  temporary  ar- 
rangement, and  the  new  houses  should  be  brick  by  all  means. 

Farm 

Last  year  God's  blessing  was  on  the  farm.  A  very  few 
farmers  in  the  district  had  enough  mealies  for  their  use  out  we 
had  a  splendid  crop,  the  best  yield  of  wheat  the  farm  has  ever 
had,  140  bags,  and  the  largest  yield  of  any  single  farmer  in 
the  district. 

We  were  over  blessed  with  pigs,  and  during  the  long  dry 
fall  we  had  to  feed  them  quite  a  lotofmeahes  until  the  grass 
came.  Now  with  drought  and  no  old  mealies  to  spare,  with 
the  chance  to  save  only  a  few  acres  that  we  have  under 
irrigation,  this  leaves  us  with  the  pigs  and  a  problem. 

The  East  Coast  Fever  restriction  kept  us  off  the  land  until 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  so  two  thirds  of  our  crops  was  late. 
Above  the  water  ditch  crops  are  a  complete  failure.  Yet  we 
are  not  cast  down,  for  we  want  to  put  in  a  winter  crop  under 
irrigation.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  feed  a  limited  number  of 
students.  The  farm  will  have  a  balance  to  its  credit. 

Out    Stations 

As  of  old  some  thrive,  others  are  weak  and  struggling. 
The  teachers  on  the  out  stations  need  our  prayers  and  sympa- 
thy moj-e  than  our  criticism.  They  are  standing  in  hard  places  * 
and  face   to  face   with  the  sin  and  darkness  of   ages.    They 
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are  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  darkness  not  compre- 
hending the  light.  But  certainly  every  one  should  have  the 
light  or  how^  can  a  people  see?  I  believe  every  out-station  is  a 
light  of  more  or  less  brilliancy.  We  are  promised  that  the 
darkness  will  not  have  power  to  overcome  the  light. 

R.  B.    WALLACE 


MREWA 

Church   Organization 

During  the  past  year  the  church  at  Mrewa  has  been  or- 
ganized by  Dr.  Gurney  who  is  in  charge  there.  It  consists  of 
five  sub-stations.  Mrewa  Kraal,  Mrewa  Center,  Marumisa. 
Zonga  and  Kanyasa.  Trustees  and  stewards  were  appointed 
from  each  station,  in  one  case  a  woman,  as  she  was  the 
only  Full  Member  at  the  station.  Three  Quarterly  Meetings 
have  been  held  nt  which  the  General  Rules  were  read.  Com- 
munion administered,  infants  baptized,  probationers  received 
and  baptized.  The  Quarterly  Meetings  have  been  of  great  in- 
terest and  profit  to  all  our  people.  The  people  came  in  groups 
headed  by  their  teachers,  marching,  singing,  blowing  trum- 
pets and  beating  drums.  Services  were  Saturday,  Sunday 
and  Monday.  All  went  to  their  homes  in  joy  and  new  strength. 
Never  having  taken  any  collections  in  that  district  w^e  inaugu- 
rated a  quarterly  one  which  has  been  received  by  the  people 
with  joy  and  will  be  continued  to  our  pleasure. 

Up  to  June  1915  the  work  at  Mrewa  was  foundation  work 
sowing  the  precious  seed.  Dr  Gurney 's  energetic  and  conse- 
crated life  has  borne  a  rich  harvest  in  that  isolated  region. 
Now  the  church  is  organized  and  v;orking,  we  hope  for  a 
healthy  growth  in  the  years  to  come. 

The  sub-stations  have  not  been  visited  as  often  as  ihey 
should  have  been  and  it  has  made  my   heart    very   sad  but  I 
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have  called  the  teachers  often  and  instructed  them  in  impor- 
tant matters. 

Mrewa  Center  is  different  from  our  other  stations  in  that 
there  is  little  missionary  work  done  at  the  station.  The 
school   is  about   a  mile   away. 

We  have  a  fine  house  for  the  missionary,  a  large 
dispensary,  a  double  house  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  for  sick 
native  women.  The  Medical  work  which  I  have  loved  so 
much  at  other  stations  is  almost  nothing  at  Mrewa 
except    when    Dr   Gurney   is   there. 

The  teachers  have  done  well  the  past  year.  They  are 
happy  and  their  people  are  pleased  to  have  them  in  their 
midst. 

Several  applications  have  come  for  teachers  and  the 
opening  of  new  stations  which  of  course  have  been  turned 
down    because   of  our  depleted  treasury. 

The  Language  work  has  been  going  on  at  rather  a  slower 
pace  then  formerly.  I  have  done  nothing  at  getting  out 
more  lessons  for  our  missionaries  but  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  intricacies  of  the  language  \iaa  increased  and  when 
needed  I  am   ready  to   get  oat   more. 

I  am  delighted  at  the  efforts  of  our  missionaries  to  keep 
at  the  work,  and  perfect  themselves  in  the  use  of  the 
Lnguage. 

In  June  1915  the  writer  with  David  Manctisodza  vas 
appointed  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Kent  to  meet  in  Salisbury  repre- 
sentatives from  other  Churches  working  in  Mashonaland  to 
consider  the  desirability  and  possiblity  of  an  uniform  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible  for  all  of  Mashonaland.  Six  societies 
were  represented:  The  American  Board,  The  Wesleyan, 
The  Dutch  Reformed.  The  Church  of  England,  The  S.  A. 
General  Mission  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal.  A  very  pro- 
fitable session  of  nearly  a  week  was  held  which  was  favor- 
able to  the  object  sought.  A  portion  of  the  Scripture  is 
being   prepared   for   a  trial   in   each   of   our  missions. 
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Most  of  the  delegates  are  very  sanguine  of  the  success 
of  the  effort.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  fos- 
ters this  work.  The  Director  of  Education  and  the  Chief 
Native  Commissioner  favor  the  work  and  promise  to  aid 
it  in   all   proper   ways. 

With  regard  to  my  own  work  in  translation  I  have 
nothing  new  to  bring  to  you  in  the  way  of  text  books  for 
you  to  use,  but  some  of  these  already  translated  have  been 
revised,  retyped,  and  put  into  better  shape  which,  as  they 
have  been  asked  for  by  the  mission,  I  hope  will  some  day 
be   printed  and   put  into  the  hands  of   our   people. 

I  desire  especially  to  bring  your  attention  to  the  Tem- 
perance Catechism  which  has  been  ready  for  the 
press  for  a  long  time.  It  is  only  a  pamphlet  of  a 
few  pages  about  the  size  of  the  Church  Catechism,  full 
of  wholesome  truth  and  advice  on  this  very  important 
subject  and  is  very  sorely  needed  by  every  boy  and 
girl   and   church   member  in   our    mission. 

Another  useful  book  is  a  Gospel  Primer  -  a  home 
book  for  cultivating  mother  love,  father  love,  love  of 
God,  love   of   the   good,   the   true   and  the   beautiful. 

The  other  books  have  been  brot  to  your  notice  so 
often  that  I  refrain  from  doing  more  than  to  mention 
them  --  Bunyan's  Pilgrims  Progress,  Junior  History  of 
Methodism,  Book  of  Christian  Doctrine,  Daily  Food  for 
One  Year,  The  Gospel  of  John,  The  Books  of  R'lth, 
Genesis,    Samu?l,    and   selections   from   the    Psalms. 

I  long  to  see  these  in  use  among  our  people.  It  is 
so  much  easier  to  remember  what  one  reads  in  his 
own  language.  I  know  how  eager  the  Natives  are  to 
read  English  but  I  think  I  also  know  how  little  of  it  is 
really  comprehended  by  them  and  how  powerless  it  is  to 
move   their  hearts. 

I  have  done  much  work  on  our  new  hymn  book  which 
must  be  printed  within  a  year  or  two.  I  am  hoping  for  an  edi- 
tion in  Tonic  Sol-Fah.  Our   people   are  asking  for  it  and  no- 
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tation  if  possible.  I  desire  an  edition  of  tunes  in  staff  for 
the  missionaries.  I  have  over  30  new  hymns  and  others 
under  way  which  with  the  best  of  those  now  in  use 
will  make  a  book  which  will  serve  us  for  10  years  more. 
Musicians  in  the  home  land  have  com.posed  new  tunes 
adapted  to  the  rhythm    of  this  language. 

Dear  Brothers,  my  work  is  yours  for  criticism,  revision  or 
inprovement.  I've  done  what  I  could.  You  all  know  I  am 
not  a  musician  but  the  strings  of  my  heart  have  been 
vibrating  from  childhood  to  heavenly  music  and  the  Lord 
has  helped  me  to  say  some  thinps  in  the  native  lan- 
guage which  I  never  have  s^id  in  Enghsh.  This  is  the 
work  dearest  to  my  heart,  and  God  gives  me  great  plea- 
sure hoping  that  after  I  am  gone  and  my  name  and  place 
forgotten  some  of  these  hymns  will  continue  to  be  sung 
by  children    yet  unborn. 

It  is  a  sorrow  to  me  that  my  strength  is  waning 
at  a  time  when  I  see  as  never  before  wonderful  possibli- 
ties  and  opportunities  for  doing  missionary  work.  I  rejoice 
with  joy  unspeakable  that  I  gave  my  whole  life  to  Jesus 
and  his  work  in  Africa,  but  the  years,  so  many  more  than 
I  expected  would  be  mine,  seem  so  short  that  I  long 
to  live  -  to  Hve  in  Africa  and  do  more  for  Him  without 
whom  I  would  have  been  worse  than  nothing,  my  body 
long  since  dead,  and  my  spirit  on  its  way  to  the  Second 
Death. 

E.    H   GREELEY 


c^^l^Mo 


REPORTS 

of  the 

WOMANS'  FOREIGN  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

Old  Umtali 


A  Year  at  Fairfield    Girls'    School 

During  the  year  1916  my  work  has  been  with  the  Wo- 
mans'  Foreign  Missionary  Society  having  been  temporarily 
appointed  by  the  Bishop  to  this  work. 

When  the  year  opened  Miss  Clark  was  already  at  home 
in  America  and  Miss  Nourse  was  making  plans  for  the  home- 
ward trip.  Feb.  18th  she  left  me  alone  with  the  work  and  its 
various  duties.  There  were  eighty-six  girls  in  the  school  and 
at  the  time  I  left  there  were  ninety-six  including  the  little 
ones. 

Too    Crowded 

Our  one  dormitory  is  inadequate  for  the  number  of  girls. 
They  are  too  crowded  as  the  building  is  not  intended  for  more 
that  seventy-five.  While  Miss  Nourse  is  at  home  she  is  raising 
funds  for  the  extension  of  the  work,  some  money  having 
already  been  appropriated  for  that  purpose  and  for  an  increas- 
ed number  of  Missionaries.  There  have  been  no  new  build- 
ing or  special  repairs  during  the  year,  altho  a  little  work  has 
been  done  in  improvements  on  the  grounds,  and  levelling  the 
hillside. 

Girls    with  Various    Needs 

We  have  three  classes  of  girls  in  the  school  if  one  should 
make  a  division.  We  have  the  older  girls  who  have  been  with 
us  several  years.  Many  of  them  ran  away  from  their  home  on 
account  of  various  troubles,  chiefly  because  of  their  having 
been  given  in  marriage  without  their  consent.  Then  there  are 
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newer  girls  who  come  from  time  to  time  for  the  same  reason 
and  also  those  who  have  come  from  the  village  schools  desiring 
more  training  and  those  who  are  brot  by  their  future  husban  is 
Then  we  have  the  little  girls,  some  of  whom  have  baen  brot 
by  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  others  who  have  no  one  to 
care  for  them.  In  this  class  come  the  two  babies,  Ellen  and 
Ruth,  whose  mothers  died  when  they  were  very  young.  We 
know  that  their  lives  have  been  saved  and  at  the  same  time 
lessons  have  been  learned  by  the  older  girls  in  caring  for  the 
children. 

Real     Spiritual    Life 

We  see  a  marked  spiritual  experience  in  some  of 
the  older  girls.  Thirty  -  foar  of  tham  are  full  members. 
Thirteen  of  these  were  taken  into  the  church  just  before 
Christmas.  Some  of  these  girls  never  seem  to  lack  patience 
and  kindness  while  others  have  great  battles  with  themselves. 
I  am  sure  I  myself  have  learned  lessons  of  patience  while 
watching  Sarah  with  the  children  and  Harubvi  with  little 
Ellen  and  Ruth.  These  girls  did  good  work  with  their  Sunday 
School  Classes  and  Class  Meetings. 

New    Girls   and    Children 

Many  of  the  newer  girls  showed  that  they  needed  to  be 
taught  all  of  the  Christian  virtues  while  some  of  those  who 
had  come  from  the  village  schools  had  begun  to  develop. 
The  little  girls  are  a  problem  and  yet  I  feel  that  if  we  can  hold 
them  they  will  grow  to  strong  workers  in  time.  It  surely 
has  been  already  proved  in  some  instances.  I  found  that  they 
enjoyed  very  much  the  primary  work  given  them  last  year. 
We  find  that  they  are  willing  little  workers.   • 

Helpers 

Until  Miss  Hess  arrived  last  June  I  did  not  feel  that  the 
best  was  being  done  for  the  girls  in  school  or  in  industrial  work. 
I  was  obliged  to  have  sewing  classes  and  work  at  the  same 
time,  then  hurry  over  to  school,  and  from  there  back  to  an- 
other sewing  class.  Zechariah  the  native  teacher,  who  came  to 
us  from  one  of  the  out-stations  with  the  help  of  the  girls  had 
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the  afternoon  school.  We  built  him  a  house  near  the  school, 
and  his  wife  Rebecca,  one  of  the  old  girls  proved  to  be  a  great 
help  to  us  in  Sunday  School  and  Clfss  Meetings. 

A  New    Worker    Comes 

It  was  a  happy  day  at  the  Fairfield  Girls'  School  when 
Miss  Hess  arrived.  It  was  such  a  happy  relief  when  I  reahzed 
that  some  one  had  come  to  help  carry  the  burden.  Within  a 
very  few  days  she  took  up  her  work  by  taking  charge  of  the 
school  department. 

Sewing 

In  regard  to  sewing,  the  girls  have  improved  very  much, 
that  being  the  only  kind  of  industrial  work  I  taught  in  classes. 
As  usual  the  girls  made  their  own  clothes  and  helped  with  our 
sewing.  We  were  glad  to  be  able  to  work  up  a  good  exhibit 
of  bead  work,  embroidery,  crochet  and  knitting  for  the  show 
in  Umtali.  For  this  we  received  a  silver  medal. 

Upon  Miss  Clark's  arrival  I  gave  up  the  work  which  I 
enjoyed  very  much,  and  as  I  return  to  the  Parent  Board 
I  believe  heartily  in  the  girls  work,  and  that  it  is  developing 
strong  Christain  characters.  I  long  to  see  the  Women's 
work  extended  in    Rhodesia. 

MRS.   J.   G.    PAISLEY 


THIS  YEAR'S  NEW  MISSIONARY 

Delay     in    Leaving    the    Home-land 

While  this  is  my  first  Conference  in  Africa,  I  was 
all  ready  to  leave  the  homeland  to  be  here  for  the  Confer- 
ence a  year  ago.  War  conditions  necessitated  a  longer  delay 
than  I  had  hoped,  but  my  stay  at  Dr.  White's  Bible  School 
in  New  York  during  that  time  was  pleasant  as  well  as 
profitable. 
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Travel    at   a    Perilous   Time 

All  this  tims  war  coniitioas  did  not  make  traveling  any- 
less  dangerous  but  we  were  made  to  feel  it  was  safe  to 
go  on  an  American  ship,  so  oa  May  tha  first,  in  company 
with  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Roberts,  I  left  for  my  new  home  and 
work  at  Oid  Umtali.  We  had  not  been  oat  at  ssa  lo;ig 
before  we  heard  of  the  Lusitania  disaster  and  the  precau- 
tions that  had  to  be  taken  before  reaching,  while  in,  and 
going  from  England.  This  made  the  trip  anything  but 
pleasant.  At  Madeira,  we  were  happy  to  visit  with  Bishop 
Hart^ell,  who  was  juit  retarnia^  to  Am3riea  and  knew  the 
burdened  condition  -of  our  workers  at  Old  UmtaH. 

A  Happy   Arrival 

We  were  glad  to  arrive  on  the  field.  The  missionaries, 
though  few  in  number  as  compared  with  the  present  time, 
gave  us  a  very  hearty  welcome.  I  shall  never  forget  the 
beautiful  way  in  which  the  native  boys  and  girls  expressed 
their  joy  upon  our  arrival.  There  were  nearly  one  hundred 
girls  when  I  came,  who  for  four  months  had  been  left 
entirely  to  the  care  of  one  worker  and  she  was  not  any  too 
strong  on   account  of  frequent  attacks  of  fever. 

Teaching    under    Difficulties 

I  need  not  say  that  my  help  was  greatly  needed  and  I 
took  up  the  school  work  at  once,  teaching  both  morning, 
and  afternoon,  with  the  assistance  of  a  native  teacher 
and  some  of  our  older  girls  who  were  married  within  a 
few  weeks.  This  was  not  an  easy  task,  for  our  girls  are 
not  very  eager  to  speak  in  English  and  most  of  them  do 
not  know  how.  There  was  difficulty  at  first  to  know 
how  much  to  expect  of  the  girls  and  just  how  to  teach 
them.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  been  a  wonderful  de- 
velopment in  the  lives  of  many  of  them,  especially  in 
that  they  are  becoming  more  conscious  of  their  own 
ability.  Many  of  them  have  the  capabilities  of  becoming 
leaders  and  promising    Christian    workers. 
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A  New    Departure 

My  school  work  was  far  from  being  efficient  as 
there  was  too  much  to  do  and  too  little  time  in  which  to 
doit  The  school-room  was  too  crowded  and  there  were 
not  enough  native  assistants  or  class  rooms  to  do  justice 
to  our  work.  Our  new  plan  of  uniting  the  higher  stan- 
dards of  Fairfield  Girls'  School  with  those  of  the  Boys' 
Central  Training  School  has  made  it  possible  for  our 
girls  to  have  longer  ho'jrs  of  more  efficient  training 
as  wall  a-  to  conii  under  the  inflaen:^  of  several 
teachers,  where  before  they  had  but  two.  Then,  too,  this 
plan  makes  it  more  possible  for  us  to  train  the  older  girls 
as  teachers,  which,  in  some  cases,,  has  made  timid  and 
seemingly  indifferent  girls  self-reliant  and  eager  for  re- 
sponsibility. This  we  ar ;  gradually  giving  to  them  in  the 
way  of  tefiching  and  overseeing  the  newer  girls  in  their 
work    and  conduct. 

Our    Kindergarten 

At  the  present  time,  two  of  the  older  girls  are  m&de 
responsible  for  the  kindergarten  work,  to  which  they  have 
readily  adapted  themselves.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
phases  of  that  work  is  the  story-telling  hour.  From  this 
department  of  our  work  we  are  hoping  to  get  great  results. 
In  the  first  place,  the  children  themselves  will  have  a  bright- 
er OLitlook  on  life  and  those  who  teach  them  are  being 
trained  to  do  work  in  the  near  future  for  the  women 
and   children   in  the    kraals. 

A  Wonderful    Privilege 

It  is  an  inspiration  to  us  to  know  that  the  girls  whom 
we  train  are  eager  to  go  back  to  their  own  people  to  tell 
the  story,  and  I  count  it  a  wonderful  privilege  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  doing  my  little  part  for  the  upbuilding 
of   His    kingdom   among  these   people    whom   I    lo^'e. 

STELLA  A.    HESS 
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RETURNS  TO  HER  WORK 

Time    at    Home 

When  ordered  home  in  August  1914,  after  only  two 
years  and  a  half  on  the  field,  it  was  rather  hard  to 
be  reconciled  to  Dr.  Gurney's  decision,  but  my  experience 
in  one  of  our  Methodist  hospitals  was  so  satisfactory 
and  my  strength  return^^d  so  quickly,  that  I  must 
admit  it  was  best.  Although  my  heart  was  very 
eager  to  be  back  at  the  work  when  I  seemed  needed, 
especially  when  there  was  only  one  worker  here,  I  was 
glad  to  find  that  there  was  work  for  me  at  home 
after  my  strength  was  renewed.  My  home  being  in  the 
North-West  where  missionary- spsakers  do  not  often  go, 
I  found  more  work  than  I  could  do,  both  in  conven- 
tions of  the  Womans'  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and 
in  church  services.  lam  more  and  more  convinced  that  if 
the  people  know  of  the  needs  they  will  pray  and  give 
and  go. 

A    Happy    Return 

It  was  a  happy  day  when  I  was  able  to  start  back 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  id o ward  and  Miss  Millikin,  and  a 
happier  ope  when  we  all  reached  Old  Umtali  safely  and 
w^ere  greeted  by  our  old  friends  among  the  missionaries, 
and  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  school.  Surely  few  people 
are  given  the  satisfaction  which  comes  to  the  mission- 
aries as  they  come  back  to  the  work  they  learned  to 
love.  The  songs  of  welcome  meant  much  to  us,  and 
the  personal  greetings,  especially  of  those  among  them 
with  whom  we  had  worked  before.  The  faces  of 
many  of  the  girls  sho^ved  development  and  during  the 
two  months  since  my  return  I  see  that  there  is  real 
strength  of  character  in  their  lives.  Several  who  had  been 
quite  serious  problems  show  that  they  have  really  come 
out  into   the   larger   life. 

Appreciation    of    very    Efficient  Help 

The  W.  F.  M.  S.  can  scarcely  express  its  deep  gra- 
titude  to    the    worker  leaned   to  us  by    the  Parent    Board 
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when  I  went  home,  and  who  managed  the  work  alone 
for  four  months  after  Miss  Nourse  went  on  furlough.  Miss 
Goddard  did  s^ie  ididly,  nit  oily  in  keeping  the  work 
together,  but  in  making  advance  along  some  lines,  espec- 
ially the  sewing.  We  should  have  been  glad  could  she 
have  remained  in  charge  until  the  end  of  the  year,  but 
she  decided  otherwise  and  became  Mrs.  J.  G.  Paisley 
two  weeks  after  my  arrival.  Miss  Hess,  who  came  to  the 
field  in  June,  had  the  school  work  well  in  hand  and 
understood  the  general  work  of  the  place,  so  we  finished 
up   the  year's  work    without   great  disturbance. 

Opportunities    Unlimited. 

The  new  year  brings  much  of  promise.  We  have 
not  received  all  of  the  girls  who  wished  to  come  for 
lack  of  room  and  scholarships  for  their  support.  So  far, 
however,  we  have  not  turned  away  one  who  had  no 
school  privileges  at  her  home.  We  especially  need  wisdom 
in  knowing  whom  v.e  should  receive  and  just  the  best  way 
to  train  those  whom  we  do  receive.  Most  of  all,  we 
want  them  to  know  God  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  He  has 
sent.  We  want  them  to  know  how  to  show  Him  to 
others.  We  want  the  older  girls  to  feel  responsible  for 
helping  the  new  ones  to  give  their  hearts  to  God.  It  has 
been  a  great  joy  to  see  that  some  have  worked  with 
their  people  during  vacations,  talking  to  the  older  people, 
having  meetings  with  some,  teaching  the  little  children 
Bible  verses  and  songs,  as  well  as  showing  a  helpful  spirit 
by  working    in  the    gardens   and  homes. 

We  expect  the  school  work  to  grow  this  year  as 
never  before,  hoping  that  it  is  a  wise  plan  to  have  the 
older  girls  with  the  more  advanced  in  the  Boys'  School, 
The  older  girls  are  surely  developing  as  they  in  turn  help 
teach    the  newer    ones  and  the     little     children. 

Along  industrial  lines  I  hope  to  give  the  girls  as  much 
practical  work  in  sewing,  laundry  work  and  house-keeping 
as  possible.  They  are  always  is  need  of  training  in  clean- 
liness and  neatness.    For  several     years     we     have    given 
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some  training-  in  the  care  of  little  children,  having  taken 
two  whose  mothers  died.  It  was  a  great  blow  to  us  when 
the  youngest  of  these  died  of  fever  when  just  one  year 
old.   but  we   feel  that    her  little  life  was  a  great   blessing. 

Extension   of     W.  F.  M.  S.    Work. 

It  is  a  great  cause  for  rejoicing  to  us  to  seethe  inter- 
est in  our  work  for  girls  among  the  home  people,  and 
this  year  we  expect  to  see  the  begining  of  the  extension  of 
our  usefulness  by  the  opening  up  of  new  work.  Miss 
Nourse,  who  is  on  furlough,  is  raising  money  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  we  have  large  hopes  for  the  future  of  W.  F.  M.  S 
work  here  in  this  section.  As  I  work  with  the  girls  who 
come  here,  and  as  far  as  possible  with  those  whom  I  can 
touch  outside,  it  is  with  deep  thanksgiving  that  the 
privilege  is  given  me,  and  a  deeper  and  deeper  desire  that 
the  Father  may  use  me  as  He  will  that  His  work  may 
be  done   in    His    way.      Ths    rasalts,    toD,    are    His. 

GRACE  CLARK 
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A    Leper       (foot  and  fingers  gone.)      One  of  many. 

"When  my  father  and  mother  forsake   me,   then 
THE  Lord  will  take  me  up" 
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222  West  4th.  "St . ,  Clncinnat i , 

Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 

December  29,  1915. 

Rev.  John  R.  Gates, 

Old  Umtall,  Rhodesia.  Africa. 

My  dear  Brother: 

You  v/ill  please  preside  at  the  approach- 
ing session  of  the  Rhodesia  MissionConf  er- 
ence  in  my  stead.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
visit  Central  and  South  Africa  and  return 
in  time  for  the  General  Conference  which 
opens  in  Saratoga  Springs,  May  1st,  1916. 

1  have  no  words  with  which  to  express 
ny  disappointment  at  not  "being  able  to 
preside  at  the  last  conference  session 
in  Rhodesia  held  during  my  Official  su- 
pervision in  Africa.  Being  seventy  four 
years  of  age  June  1st,  1916,  I  will  have 
reached  the  age  limit  for  retirement 
from  my  Episcopal  responsibilities  as  a 
Missionary  Bishop  for  Africa,  under  the 
law  of  the  Church.  My  retirement  comes  I 
feel  in  the  providence  of  God,  and  I 
am  very  happy  in  looking  forward  to  the 
remaining  years  of  my  life,  conscious  of 
^Tod's  leadership  during  fifty  years  of 
Ministry  and  Official  responsibilities 
in  the  Church  in  the  United  States  and 
Africa. 
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My  first  prayer  to  God  when  my  elec- 
tion to  Africa  was  announced  in  the  General 
Conference  of  1896,  was  that  I  might  have 
twenty  years  of  service  in  that  contin- 
ent .  That  prayer  will  "be  answered  if  I  live 
to  present  my  final  report  of  the  worK  to 
General  Conference  next  May.  My  excel- 
lent condition  as  to  physical  health  is 
a  great  joy  to  me,  and  the  source  of  con- 
gratulations on  the  part  of  many,  many 
friends.  While  1  live  my  heart  and  plans 
shall  "be  with  Africa,  and  it  will  "be  my 
er  eat  est  delight  to  co-operate  v/ith  my 
successor  or  successors  in  carrying  for- 
ward the  work. 

The  peculiarly  providential  series  of 
events,  which  led  tc  the  founding  and 
development  thus  far  of  the  work  in  Rho- 
desia have  "been  manifest.  Thus  far,  it 
has  been  little  "but  foundation  laying, 
but  on  these  foundations  I  am  sure  that 
with  God' s  blessing  great  results  villi 
come  in  the  future  to  all  departments 
of  our  work  In  Rhodesia,  and,  also  that 
the  work  will  be  extended  into  Portuguese 
territory  on  the  East  toward  the  Indian 
Ocean. 

Give  my  love  and  blessing  to  all  th- 
missionaries  related  to  the  Conference. 
They  and  those  who  have  gone  before  them 
are,  and  have  been,  men  and  v/omen  of  con- 
secrated lives  and  service.  Give  a  spec- 
ial word  of  appreciation  and  blessing  to 
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the  native  workers  and  their  wives.  It 
is  upon  them  and  their  successors  that 
the  permanent  and  large  development  of 
the  work  amone-  the  multitudes  ofbarlDaric 
heathen  depends,  who  in  the  future  will 
occupy  t  h'='  territory  of  the  Conference. 

Sincerely  and  Faithfully, 
Your  Brother, 


-m^ 


'^^ 


*;'J=j 


FIRST   DAY,    Wednesday,   February    16th,    1916. 

Opening-.  -  The  Rhodesia  Mission  Conference  was 
opened  in  the  Church  at  Old  Umtah,  Rhodesia,  February 
Ifith  at  8.0O  A.  M.  Rev.  J.  R.  Gates,  District  Superintend- 
ent presiding. 

Roll  Call.  -  After  appropriate  rehgious  exercises  in  the 
nature  of  a  love  feast  led  by  E,  H.  Greeley,  the  Conference 
Roll  was  called  by  the  Secretary  of  the  last  c('nference. 
The   following  responded   to  their   names: 

Conference  Members:  E.  H.  Greeley,  J.  R.  Gates,  H.  N. 
Howard,   H.  I,  James. 

Missionaries  not  Members  of  the  Conference:  Miss  E.  E. 
Bjorklund,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Gates,  Mrs.  H.  N.  Howard,  Mrs.  H.  I. 
James,  Miss  Mullikin,  Mr.  G.  A.  Roberts,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Roberts, 
Mrs.  J.  G.   Paisley. 

Missionaries  of  the  Womayi's.  Foreign  Missionary 
Society:   Miss  G.  Clark,   Miss  E.  A.  Hess. 

Other  Whit3  Workers:  J.  G.  Paisley,  R.  B.  Wallace. 
There   were   also    present  native   workers. 

The  President  addressed  the  conference  briefly  to  the 
edification  of   all. 

Org-anization.  -  Secretary:      on   motion     of  H.    N. 

Howard  seconded  by  H.  I.  James,  E.  H.  Greeley  was  elect- 
ed Secretary,  and  on  nomination  of  E.  H.  Greeley  Miss 
P.  Mullikin    was   elected   Assistant   Secretary. 

Statistical  Secretary:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard 
seconded  by  E.  H.  Greeley,  H.  I.  James  was  elected  Sta- 
tistical Secretary,  and  on  motion  of  H.  I.  James,  J.  G. 
Paisley    was  elected  Assistant   Statistical  Secretary. 

Conference  Treasurer:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard 
seconded  by  E.  H.  (ireeley,  H.  I.  James  was  elected  Con- 
ference Treasurer. 
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Committees.-  Auditing:  On  motion  of  H.  I.  James 
seconded  by  H.  N.  Howard  it  was  carried  that  the 
Finance  Committee   be  the  Auditing  Committee. 

Publishing:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded  by 
H.  I.  James  the  following  were  elected  as  the  Publishing- 
Committee :  H.  N.  Howard,  E.  H.  Greeley,  H.  I.  James, 
T.  A.  O'Farrell.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Howard,  Miss  Nourse.  Miss 
Clark.    Mrs  Gates.    J.   R.  Gates,    G.  A.   Roberts. 

Nat  Ire    Courses  of  Study:  On    motion  of  H.    N.    Howard 
seconded   by  H.    I.  Jomes,  E.    H.     Greeley,    H.    I.    Jamas, 
H.  N.  Howard,  J.  R.  Gates,   T.  A.  0'  FarreM,    were   elected 
Committee   on  the  Native  Courses  of   Study. 

Neu:  Wo)-k:  On  motion  of  H.  I.  James  seconded  by 
H.  N.  Howard,  J.  R.  Gates,  T.  A.  0'  Farrell,  H.  N. 
Howard,  H  I.  James,  and  S.  Gurney  were  elected  Com- 
mittee   on  New    Work. 

Qualifications  of  Native  Workers:  On  motion  of  H.  I. 
James,  seconded  by  H.N.  Howard,  J.  R.  Gates,  H.  N. 
Howard,  S.  Gurney,  E.  H.  Greeley  were  elected  Committee 
on    Qualifications  of  Native    Workers. 

Woman's  Conference:  The  chair  appointetl  the  women 
of   the   conference  as   Committee  on   Woman's   Conference. 

Sunday  School:  On  motion  H.  N.  Howard,  seconded  by 
H.  I,  James  the  following  were  elected  the  Committee  on 
Sunday  Schools:  G.  A.  Roberts,  J.  R.  Gates,  J.  G.  Paisley, 
E.  H.    Greeley  and    E.    E.    Bjorklund. 

Board  of  E.ca^niners:  The  chair  appointed  E.  H 
Greeley.  S.  Gurney,  H.I.  James.  T.  A.  O'Farrell,  H.  N. 
Howard,  J.  R.  Gates,  the  Board  ol   Examiners. 

Special  Committees:  Confenttce  Program:  On  motion 
of  H.  I.  James  seconded  by  H.  N.  Howard  the  District  Super- 
intendent and  the  Pastor  of  the  church  where  conference  is 
to  beheld  were  elected  Committee  on  Conference  Program. 

State  of  th?  Church:  Oamotionof  H.  I.  James  second- 
ed by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  following  were  elected  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church:  H.  N.  Howard.  Miss; 
E.   Hess.    R.  K.  Wallace,    J.  G.  Paisley. 
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Publishing  Minutes:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard 
seconded  by  H.  I.  James  the  Publishing  Committee  was 
elected   as    Committee   on    Publishing   the     Minutes. 

Resolutions:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded  by 
E.  H.  Greeley,  the  following  were  elected  Committee  on 
Resolutions:  H.  I.  James,  R.  B.  Wallace,  G.  A.  Roberts 
and   Miss  G.  Clark. 

Advisory  Stationing  Committee.  On  motion  of  H.  N, 
Howard  seconded  by  H.  I.  James  the  President  appoint- 
ed R.  B.  Wallace,  H.  N.  Howard,  H,  I.  James,  David  Man- 
disodza,  James  Vilika  the  Advisory   Stationing  Committee. 

Conference  Boundaries  and  Denominational  Adjust- 
ment: On  motion  of  H,  N.  Howard  seconded  by  H.  I.  James 
the  Finance  Committee  was  elected  Committee  on  Confer- 
ence  Boundaries  and    Denominational  Adjustments. 

Location  and  Erection  of'  Buildings:  On  motion  H.  I. 
James  seconded  by  H.  N.  Howard  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee was  elected  the  '^ommittee  on  Location  and  Erec- 
tion  of    Buildirgs. 

Hours  of  Session;-  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  se- 
conded by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  hours  for  daily  session  were 
fixed   at   8:30   for  opening   and   11:30   for  closing. 

Extending"  time.  On  motion  the  time  for  closing  was 
extended  five  minutes  for  chairmen  of  committees  to 
make   announcements. 

Adjournment,  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded 
by  H.  I.  James  the  conference  adjourned  after  singing 
the  Doxology. 


SECOND    DAY,     February   17th,    1916. 

Opening.  The  Conference  was  called  to  order  by 
J.  R.  Gates  presiding.  The  devotional  exercises  were  con- 
ducted  by   J.    G.  Paisley. 
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Journal.  The  journal  of  the  previous  session  was 
read    and    after  correction    was    approved. 

Official  Journal.  On  motion  of  H.  I.  James  seconded 
by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  printed  minutes  of  the  confer^'nce 
were  adopted   as  the   Official  Record  of   the  conference. 

Editing-  reports:  On  motion  of  H.  I.  James  seconded  by 
PL  N.  Howard  the  Pubhshinu"  Committee  was  elected  the 
Editinjr  Committee,  the  reports  to  be  handed  in  to  the 
secretary   immediately  after   being   read. 

Records:  H.  N.  Howanl  moved  and  H.  I.  James 
seconded  the  motion  that  a  matter  of  the  proper  con- 
tinuity of  the  dates  and  records  of  the  conference  conse- 
quent upon  the  division  of  the  conference  be  ret  erred 
to  the  Publishing-  Committee.    This   was  carried. 

Union  Training'  School:  After  discussion  it  was  de- 
cided to  continue,  the  Committee  on  tha  Union  Training 
School.  The  chair  appointed  H.  N.  Howard  H.  I.  James, 
and  the  District   Superintendent    on    the   committee 

Question  15:  Question  fifteen  was  taken  up,  Who  have 
been  transferred  and  to  what  conference?  Chas.  A.  Kent. 
Southern   California. 

Question  2:  Who  have  been  received  by  transfer  and 
from    what   conference?  J.   R.    Gates,    Vermont. 

Report:  The  name  of  H.  N.  Howard  was  called,  his 
character   was    passed    and   he  read    his    report. 

Report:  The  name  of  H.  1.  James  was  called,  his 
character  was  passed    and   he  read   his    report. 

Letter  from  Bishop  Hartzell:  The  president  read  a 
letter  from  Bishop  Hartzell  authorizing  him  to  preside 
at  this  session  of  the  conference  and  expressing  his  re- 
grets at  not  being  able  to  be  present  himself.  On  motion 
of  E.  H.  Greeley  seconded  by  H.  L  Jame^  the  letter 
was  ordered   printed  in    the    minutes. 
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Report  of  Conference  Treasurer:  H.  I.  James  read 
the   report   of  the   Conference   Treasurer. 

Superanuated  Fund:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard 
seconded  by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  Conference  Treasurer. 
H.  I.  James,  was  authorized  to  correspond  with  the 
Portuguese  East  Africa  Mission  Conference  with  refer- 
ence  to   the  division   of   the    Superanuate  Fund. 

On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  the  confererce  ad- 
journed after  prayer  and   benediction    by   the   president. 


THIRD  DAY,    February    18th.    1916 

Opening':  The  devotional  service  was  led  by  Miss  Grace 
Clark  after  which  J.  R.  Gates  gave  a  sincere  word  of 
exhortation. 

Journal:  The  journal  of  the  previous  session  uss 
read  and  approved. 

Presiding"  Officer:  H.  N.  Howard  was  called  to  the 
chair  by  the  president  and  the  question,  should  the  mem- 
bers of  the  East  Central  Africa  Mission  Conf  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Rhodesia  Conference,—  was  discussed.  J,  R. 
Gates  resumed  his  place  as  presiding  officer.  On  motion 
of  H.  N  Howard  seconded  by  H.  I.  James, the  Conference 
voted  that  the  members  working-  in  Rhodesia  are  auto- 
matically   transferred  to   the  Rhodesia   Mission  Conference 

Disciplinary  Questions.  Questions  1,3,4,16,17,18,19,20, 
21,22,23,24,25,26,27,33,34,  were  taken  up  and  each  answered 
in  the   negative. 

Question  36.  Question  36  was  taken  up,  Where 
shall  the  next  conference  be  held?  A  motion  by  H.  N. 
Howard  seconded  by  H.  I.  James  was  carried  that  it 
meet  at   Old    UmtaH. 
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Reports.  The  name  of  E.  H.  Greeley  was  called,  his 
character  was  passed   and  he   read   his  report. 

G.    A.    Roberts    read    his  report. 

Question  14.  The  fo  irteenth  question  was  taken  -jp. 
Was  the  character  of  each  preacher  examined?  The  names 
of  S.  Gurney,  A.  L.  Buchwalter.  T.  A.  O'Farrell  and  the 
character  of  each  one  pas.sed.  they  being  on    furlough. 

Reports:  R.  B  Wallac?  read  his  report  of  the  work  at 
Mutambara    Mission. 

J.  G.  Paisley  read  his  report  of  the  work  at  Makomwe 
and  Mkoto. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Paisley  read  her  report  of  the  work  at  the 
Fairfield   Girls'    School. 

Miss  E.  A.  Hess  read  her  report  of  tho  work  at  the 
Fairfield    Girls'    School. 

Miss  G.  Clark  read  her  report  of  the  work  at  the 
Fairfield    Girls'  School. 

Greeting's.  The  chair  read  greetings  by  telegram 
from   the    Portuguese  East   Africa  Mission  Conference. 

Closing.  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded  by 
H.  I.  James  the  conference  adjourned  after  prayer  bv 
H.  N.    Howard. 


FOURTH    DAY.   February    19th.    1916. 

The  devotional  service  was  led  by  J.  R.  Gates  who 
gave  an  impressive  talk  on  the  necessity  of  both  prayer 
and     service    to  a  well-  poised    man. 

Journal.  The  journal  of  the  previous  day  was  read  and 
approved. 

Native    Roll   Call.  The   secretary  called  che  roll  of   the 
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native  pastor  teachers,  during    which  there  was  much  dis- 
cussion   as  to  the   proper  way   of  writing  their    names. 

Native  Roll  Call.  The  following  answered  to  their  names. 
James  Vilika,  Rento  i  Vilika,  Muses  Chisamba,  Joseph 
Mukudu,  Andrew^  Marahwa,  Moses  Muparutsa,  James 
Musiyarira,  Ngazana  Sadomba,  Paul  Maryanga,  Isaiah 
Munjoma,  Stephen  Maseya,  David  C.  Mandisodza.  Oba- 
diah  Chimonyo,  Zechariah  Mukumbiwa,  Clifford  Faku,  John 
Wesley  Jaha,  Isaiah  Darikwa,  Aaron  Viga,  Joshua  Katita, 
Andrew  Machicahni,  Daniel  Chitenderu,  Jason  Machiwa- 
nyika,  Joseph  Nyamurowa,  Herbert  Tabvuma,  Nathan 
Gwizo. 

Native  Workers  Absent.  Harrison  Kutsanzira,  Furness 
Chatepa,  Johnson  Sachiti,  Job  Tsiga,  Daniel  Caplen 
Kapondi,    John    Mugwambi. 

Committee.  The  chair  appointed  David  Mandisodza, 
Isaiah  Darikwa  and  Joseph  Nyamurowa  a  committee  to 
make  out  a  list  of  all  our  native  workers  with  their  names 
properly    spelled. 

Reports.  Miss  E.  E.  Bjorklund  read  her  report  of  the 
medical   work, 

Mrs.    James   read  her  report  of  work  among  women. 

Mrs.    Howard  made  a  verbal  report  of  her  work. 

Committee.  E.  H.  Greeley  and  David  Mandisodza  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  condense  and  translate 
the  report  of  the  Woman's  Conference  for 
the  use  of  the  pastor  teachers  in  their  discussion 
of  the  subjects  therein  at  their  afternoon  session  and  to 
report  their  findings  to  the  Round  Table  at  the  evening- 
meeting. 

Conference  Sermon.  The  chair  appointed  Dr.  Gurney 
to  preach  the  conference  sermon  and  E.  H.  Greeley  as  alter- 
nate. 
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Extension  of  Time.  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  se- 
conded by  H.  1.  James  the  time  was  extended  20  minutes  to 
complete   business  on  hand. 

Fraternal  Deleg-ate.  On  motion  of  E.  H.  Greeley  se- 
conded by  H.  N.  Howard  the  District  Superintendent  was 
elected  fraternal  delegate  to  the  next  Wesleyan  Synod, 
H.   I.  James    was   elected   alternate. 

Adjournment.  After  singinK  the  doxology,  the  conference 
adjourned  to  meet  at  8.  30   a.  m.  on  Tuesday, 


FIFTH    DAY.     February  22nd  1916. 

Opening".  The  devotional  service  was  led  by  J.  R.  Gates. 

Journal.  The  journal  of  the  previous  session  was  read 
and   approved. 

Native  Names.  E.  H.  Greeley  represented  the   desire  to 
have  the  list  of  native  names  as  properly  spelled  and  written 
printed  in  the    minutes,  an]  on  motion   of  H.  iM.  Howard 
seconded   by    H.    I.    James  this  was  ordered  done. 

Adjournment:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded  by 
H.  I.  James  conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  8:30  a.  m.  on 
Wednesdav. 


SIXTH    DAY.  February   23rd.   1916. 

Opening:  Conference  convene'!  at  .'^:  30  a.  m.  J.  R.  Gates 
in    the   chair. 

Devotional  Service:   The  devotional    service    was    on- 
ducted   by   J.   R.  (lates. 
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Journal :  The  journal  of  yesterday  was  approved. 

Second  Native  Roll  Call:  The  following  additional  native 
workers  responded  to  their  names:  Anderson  Kachisi, 
Noah  Marange,  Paul  Maviza,  Jonah  Chikwiriro,  Obadiah 
Mawaro,  Timothy  Chipaumiro,  Nathaniel  Jijita,  Isaiah 
Tichiwanhunyi,  Benjamin  Kaw^adza,  Solomon  Mapara,  Isaac 
Kajau,  Johnson  Maramba.  Phillip  Chiyeza,  James  Chikuse, 
Shadrack  Mapombi,  Benjamin  Karimupfumbi,  Nathan 
Gwishiro,  Benjamin  Katsidzira,  Andrew  Gapika,  Enoch 
Munjoma. 

Report:  5oar(/  of  Examiners:  The  Board  of  Examir- 
ers  reported  on  the  studies  of  H.  I.  James  and  on  motion 
of  H.  N.  Howard  he  was  conditioned  on  the  last  three 
books  to  be  read  and  passed  into  the  studies  of  the  fourth 
year. 

Question  10.-  The  tenth  question  was  taken  up: 
What  members  are  in  the  studies  of  the  fourth  year? 
H.  I.  James. 

Question  9:  Question  nine  was  taken  up,  What  mem- 
bers are  in  the  studies  of  the  third  year?  T.  A, 
O'Farrell.    E.  H.    Greeley. 

Questions  30,  31,  32:  These  were  answered  in  th-e 
negative. 

Report:  Union  Training  School:  H.  N.  Howard  read 
the  rep('rt   of  the   Committee    on    Union   Training    School. 

Report:  Qualification  of  Native  Teache)s:  H.  N.  Howard 
read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Qualifications 
of  Native  Teachers.     It   was   approved.      (  See   report  ) 

Report:  New  Work:  H.  N.  Howard  read  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  New  Work.  It  was  approved.  (See 
report. ) 

Report:  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools:  G.  A.  Roberts 
read   report   of   the   Committee    on  Sunday  Schools,  which 
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was   followed   by   discussion    on  the  importance  of  records 
of  attendance. 

Report:  H.  I.  James  r-ad  report  of  the  Committee 
on    Resolutions   which  was  aiproved.      (See  report). 

Report.  Mr?.  James  r;a4  the  report  of  Woman's 
Conference  which  was  ref.^rred  back  to  the  committee 
for   revision. 

Keports:  Native  irorkers:  The  following  native  workers 
read  their  reports,  Obadiah  Ml. ware,  James  Vilika,  Ngaza- 
na  Sadomba,  David  Mandisoi'.a,  Phillip  Chieza,  Isaiah, 
Darikwa,  James  Chikuse,  Daniel  Chltenderu,  Joseph  Nya- 
murowa,  Herbet  Tabvuma,  Andrew  Murahwa,  James  Musi- 
yarira. 

Famine;  The  chair  appointed  E.  H.  Greeley  to  report 
on  the   meeting-   held  to   discuss    the     impending     famine- 

Reports:  Native:  On  motion  of  H.  I.  James  seconded 
by  E.  H.  Greeley,  the  Native  Pastor  Reports  were  refer- 
red  to   cae   Publishing   Committee. 

Adjourment:  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  Thursday 
at  8:   30  a.    m.   after  the    long  meter   doxology  was  sung. 


SEVENTH    DAY,   February,  24,  1916 

Conference    Convened:     Conference      convened   at  S.SO 
a.  m.  J.   R.   Gates  in    the   chair. 

Devotions.    The   devotional  service    led  by    J.R.  Gates 
was  opened    by   singing    "Publish  Glad    Tidings". 

Journal.   The   journal    of  yesterday    was  read   and  ap- 
proved. 
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Reserve  List  of  Native  Workeis.  On  motion  of  H.N. 
Howard  seconded  by  E.  H.  Greeley,  the  Committee  on 
Qualifications  of  Native  Workers  was  appointed  to  com- 
pile a  reserve  list  of  those  eligible  as  teachers.  J.R.  Gates, 
E.  H.  Greeley,  S.  Gurney,  and  H.  N.  Howard  were  ap- 
pointed. 

Question  28.  Question  twenty-eight  was  called.  What 
is  the  Statistical  Report?   H.  I.  James   read   the   report. 

It  was  moved  by  H.  N.  Howard  and  seconded  by 
E.  H.  Greeley  that  changes  on  the  basis  of  suggestion 
by  the  Statistical  Secretary  be  made  and  that  the  report 
be   passed  upon  by  the  Publishing  Committee. 

Sunday  School  Statistics:  It  was  moved  by  H.  N. 
Howard  and  seconded  by  H.  I.  James  the  enrollment 
in  Sunday  Schools  for  the  Statistical  Table  be  based  on  the 
number  of  full  members  plus  the  probationers.  It  was 
carried. 

Round  Table:  H.N.  Howard  read  the  report  of  the 
discussions  of  the  Round  Table  Meetings. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted  after  being  refer- 
red   for    revision   to  the    Publishing   Committee. 

Report:  State  of  Chvreli.  H.  N.  Howard  read  the  re- 
port on  the  State  of  the  Church,  and  on  motion  of 
H.  1.  James  seconded  by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  Publishing- 
Committee  was  authorized  to  print  one  thousand  copies 
on   a  folder  for   distribution. 

Report:  The  revised  report  of  the  W^oman's  Confer- 
ence was  read  and  on  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded 
by   H.  I.   James,    it   was  adopted. 

Recommendations:  On  motion  the  recommendations  of 
the  Woman's  Conference  were  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  Officers  of  the  Woman's  Conference 
with   power   to  make   laws  according   to    recommendation. 
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Report:  Location  and  Erection  of  Buildings:  The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  location  and  erection  of  buildings  was 
read   and   approved.    (See  reports.) 

Report:  Audithig  Committee:  The  report  of  the  Audit- 
ing  Committee  was   presented  and   approved. 

Report:  Native:  The  secretary  read  the  report  of  James 
Vilika. 

Report:  Impending  Famine:  E.  H.  Greeley  read  the 
report  of  the  meeting  of  native  teachers  with  G.  A. 
Roberts  on  the  impending  famine  consequent  upon  the 
prolonged  drought.    (See  reports) 

Self  Support:  The  subject  of  self  support  was  discussed 
and  on  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded  by  H.  I. 
James  the  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
consider  the  question  fully.  TheDistrict  Superintendent,  G.A. 
Ro\)erts,  H.  N.  Howard,  T.  A.  0'  Farrell,  E.  H.  Greeley 
were  appointed  such   a  committee. 

Committee:  Native  Institute:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard 
seconded  by  E.  H.  Greeley  the  faculty  of  the  Training 
School  .was  appointed  as  a  committee  to  take  up  the  matter 
of  a  Native  Institute  in  June,  July  or  August. 

Hartzell  Church:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  seconded 
by  E.  H.  Greeley  it  was  carried  that  the  church  at  Old 
Umtali    be   hereafter  called   Hartzell   Church. 

Appointments:  The  District  Superintendent  read  the 
appointments,    (see  appointments.) 

Time  Extended:  On  motion  the  time  of  the  session  was 
extended   to  complete  the  reading  of  the  appointments. 

Closing:  On  motion  the  conference  adjourned  to  meet  at 
2    p.  m. 
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AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

Conference  convened  at  2  p.  m.  with  prayer  by  J.  R. 
Gates. 

Journal;  It  was  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  journal 
be  deferred  till  the  time  of  adjournment.  It  was  carried. 

New  Work  W.  F.  M.  S.  The  taking  up  of  some  new 
work  augmenting  the  work  at  Old  Umtali  was  discussed,  and 
on  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  the  chair  appointed  a  committee 
to  draft  a  policy  of  work  and  make  appeals  thereon  to 
the  Parent  Board  and  the  W.F. M.S.  The  following  persons 
were  appointed  on  the  committee;  Mrs.  Howard,  Misses 
Hess  and  Clark,  H.  N.  Howard,  H.  I.  James  and  the 
District     Superintendent    J.  R.   Gates. 

Station  Names:  Miss  Mullikin  called  attention  to  the 
confusion  in  the  use  of  names  of  Nyakatsapa  and  Umtasa 
and  upon  her  motion  seconded  by  H.  N.  Howard  it  was 
carried  that  the  work  at  Nyakatsapa  be  know  as  Nyakat- 
sapa, that  at  Umtasa  be  Umtasa  School  and  the  name 
of  the  circuit  be  Umtasa  Circuit. 

Journal:  The  secretary  read  the  journal  for  the 
morning  and   afternoon   sessions.   It    was  approved. 

Adjournment:  On  motion  of  H.  N.  Howard  the  confer- 
ence was  adjourned  sine  die  af^er  the  singing  of  the 
long   meter  doxology   and  prayer   by  the  Presiding  Officer. 
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We  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  coriect  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  First  Session  of  the  Rhodesia 
Mission  Conference  held  at  Old  Umtali,  February  16-24, 1916. 


President. 


Secretary, 


Secretary's  Certificate  as  to  official  Journal  by  the 
following  action, -"On  motion  of  H.  I.  James  -seconded  by 
E.  H.  Greeley  the  printed  minutes  of  the  conference  were 
adopted  as  the  Official  Record     of  the   Conference. 


Secretary. 


Gleanings  from  Reports 

Of  Our 

Native  Teachers 


I  much  thanks  to  my  God,  he  sent  me  at  Nyak- 
atsapa  to  teach  the  people  of  there.  I  was  trouble 
about  the  people  who  was  drunk  and  many  things  which 
they  do,  but  I  pray  to  God  and  they  said  yes  we  was 
sinned   now   we   return   to  our   God. 

PHILLIP  CHIYEZA 

.  God  is  with  me  in  my  work  and  I  am  mostly  praising 
him  for  his  great  care  to  me  and  my  family.  Chisumba 
is  a  new  station  and  the  majority  of  the  people  are  still 
in  great  heathenism.  I  am  glad  to  say  the  school  is  grad- 
ually increasing.  I  am  earnestly  asking  my  God  to  give  me 
more  power  and  spiritual  desires  that  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus   Christ   may  spread   among  these    people. 

ISAIAH    DARIKWA. 

I  was  appointed  to  Umtali  last  confe^^ence.  I  did  not 
think  that  I  can  do  the  work  of  our  heavenly  Father 
and  I  said  in  my  heart.  I  will  try.  I  did,  and  now  I  can 
say  God  has  been  my  helper  in  all  my  work.  Now  I  need 
more  influence  so  I  can  live  for  God  all  the  days  of  my  life. 
I  am  much  thanks  to  God  who  sent  his  Son  to  die  and 
open  the   gate   of  heaven  for  me. 

DAVID   C.  M.  MANDISODZA. 

I  began  work  at  Chitakatira  Jan  1913.  In  my  arrival 
to  this  station  many  boys  and  girls  were  very  happy  to 
see  me  and  my  wife.  I  have  in  school  sometimes  thirty 
to  forty.  Eight  people  have  been  converted  under  my 
preaching. 

JAMES  MUSIYARIRA 
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In  the  year  1912  I  was  appointed  to  the  work  at 
Penhalonga  Rezende  Church.  In  that  time  I  did  not  have 
many  people  in  the  church,  then  I  pray  to  my  Lord  many 
time  until  the  Lord  enter  in,  their  heart  and  they 
come  more  and  more.  I  have  sent  some  eldest  ones  to 
preach  another  company  on  Sunday.  I  had  been  talking 
to  eldest  for  the  church  about  platform  then  they  colkcted 
their  money,  it  was  £5-10-0  they  gave  to  missionaries  it 
seems   to    me  they  did  best  thing  as   I  can   pleased. 

ANDREW  MURAHWA. 

Beloved   brother. 

Myself  I  am  exceeding  very  glad  indeed 
in  this  work  of  God  always  because  I  know  that  God  hear 
my  prayer.  Now  since  I  went  to  Mu:',iti  station  Oh  how 
God  helped  me  for  the  people  are  coming  into  the  Christ- 
ian life. 

OBADIAH  MAWARO 

I  am  glad  because  I  am  still  in  God's  work  I  can  do 
nothing  without  Him.  I  have  great  congregations  every  Sun- 
day at  Chitora.  One  thing  troubles  me  because  some  of  my 
people  want  to  go  to  the  witch  doctor  when  they  are  sick, 
but  that  does  not  disappoint  me  very  much  as  my  trust 
is   in  God. 

NGAZANA    SADOMBA 

Last  year  I  was  aupointed  to  Swikiro  and  Ndingi.  I  go 
out  every  Sunday  with  some  good  Christian  boys  to  dif- 
ferent villages  to  preach.  Oct.  20  there  was  an  earth- 
quake this  earthquake  was  greatly  astonished  to  those  who 
heard  it,  and  the  next  day  many  of  the  ignorant  people 
talked  to  each  other  and  proclaimed  and  insulted  them- 
selves that  they  were  evil  doings  of  drinking  intoxicating 
liquors  and  were  afraid  that  God  was  going  to  destroy 
them.  I  told  them  yes  if  they  continued  doing  the 
heathen  way  sometime  God's  wrath  will  be  upon  them 
My  heart  is  exceedingly  delightful  to  have  Rev.  J.R.Gates 
has   returned    in   Africa. 

JOSEPH    NYAMUROWA 
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I  thank  my  God  because  he  keep  me  when  I  was 
little  boy  till  now.  I  think  when  I  was  down  to  Headlands 
District  I  had  great  trouble  my  children  died  two  them 
so  I  never  forget  to  pray  I  do  not  fear  about  death 
because   God   take  my  children.  I  work  at  Gwawawa    now. 

DANIEL  CHITENDERU 

I  am  very  thankful  to  my  God  he  sent  me  to  Mundenda 
Station  but  when  I  reach  there  I  find  no  people  there 
stay  in  God  way  and  so  I  try  to  find  them.  I  find  no 
church  at  all  for  God  so  I  go  with  boys  to  cut  poles  for 
build  church.    Now    I  build    nicely   church   for  my    God. 

JAMES    CHIKUSE 

I  am  glad  because  I  am  the  servant  of  God.  In  1913 
'.  was  appointed  as  a  traveling  evangelist  going  about 
telling  the  wonderful  story  of  Jesus  and  the  love  the 
Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us  that  we  should  be  called 
the  sons    of  God. 

JAMES  VILIKA 


^^.^^ 


Committee  Reports 

and 

Statistics 


Report    of    the    Committee   on   the    State   of  the    Church 

The  State  of  the  African  Church  today  is  one  of  un- 
settledness  and  expectancy.  The  leader,  the  organizer,  the 
head  of  our  work  in  Africa  is  about  to  be  changed. 
Bishop  Hartzell  retires  automatically  with  the  General 
Conference    of   this   year. 

Twenty  yeprs  ago  when  talk  was  rife  of  giving  up 
the  work  in  Africa,  when  Africa  had  few  friends,  when 
the  self-supporting  scheme  of  Bishop  Taylor  failed.  Bishop 
Hartzell  was  elected  as  Missionary  Bishop  for  Africa. 
In  all  other  respects  it  was  a  dark  hour  for  the  Dark 
Continent.  But  Bishop  Hartzell  had  been  born  for  hard 
places.  For  a  previous  thirty  years  he  had  been  standing 
in  hard  places  for  the  black  man  of  the  Southern  States. 
Thrown  into  that  seething  caldron  of  the  reconstruction 
days,  and  into  Louisiana,  one  of  the  most  rabid  of  the 
slave  states,  his  was  the  duty  to  shield,  cultivate  and 
brini  to  fruition  the  seed  of  civilization  among  the  blacks 
of  the  South.  What  difficulties  he  ov^ercame,  what 
-malice  he  endured,  what  calumny  he  bore,  what  deepfound- 
ations  he  laid,  what  was  his  success,  all  these  are 
written  on  the  pages  of  the  history  of  Methodism.  His 
reward  came  in  the  call  to  organize  and  develop  the 
infant  work  of  our  church  all  over  the  South  among  blacks 
and  poor  whites.  At  the  general  conference  of  1884 
he  was  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Freedman's  Aid.    In  this   capacity   he  worked  for  12  years. 

I  say,  therefore,  that  tho  African  missions  were  in 
disfavor,  tho  dark  prophecies  of  failure  were  common,  the 
men    high  in  the   counsels   of  the  church  were   crying    that 
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missions  in  Africa  did  not  pay,  tho  black  clouds  of  dis- 
couragement and  failure  hung:  over  Africa  and  her  future, 
yet  it  was  a  blessed  bright  day  when  Bishop  Joseph  C. 
Hartzell  stood  on  the  platform  of  that  General  Conference 
of  1896  and  prayed  that  he  might  have  twenty  years  of 
service   in  Africa. 

The  attitude  of  the  church  ai  home,  the  deadening 
influence  of  unfaith  on  the  part  of  Methodism,  the  pit- 
tance given  to  him- by  the  Missionary  Society  to  care  for 
the  missionaries  left  in  Africa  after  Bishop  Taylor  retired, 
all  these  and  many  more  caused  searchings  of  heart  and 
burdens  of  soul.  Hear  Bishop  Hartzell  as  he  speaks  of 
one   night    on  his   first   trip   to   Africa! 

"I  recall  an  hour  at  night  during  my  first  trip  in 
Angola.  I  had  been  in  the  hammock  all  day  and  was  weary 
and  could  not  sleep.  Walking  out  of  my  tent  and  pas- 
sing beyond  the  sleeping  forms  of  my  faithful  black  car- 
riers lying  on  the  ground,  I  was  alone.  The  stillness 
was  oppressive,  and  was  made  more  so  to  me  by  the 
very  stars,  which,  in  the  tropics,  seem  to  hang  out  like 
lamps  in  the  clear  sky.  A  feeling  of  unspeakable  loneli- 
ness came  over  me.  Where  was  I?  What  was  my  mission^ 
How  was  I  equipped  to  do  my  work?  And  the  reply 
came,  Tarn  in  a  heathen  continent,  and  was  sent  to  take 
the  Gospel  to  its  heathen  multitudes;'  and  yet  to  care  for 
thirty  men,  women  and  children,  a  remnant  of  my  prede- 
cessor's self-supporting  work  in  that  region,  and  to  re- 
organize the  work,  I  had  the  pittance  of  a  few  hundred 
dollars.  It  seemed  to  me  as  if  my  heart  would  break.  But 
I  remembered  I  was  in  the  path  of  duty,  and  a  great  peace 
that  has  never  left  me  came  into  my  soul.  Then  the 
grip  of  a  mighty  faith  in  God  took  possession  of  me,  and 
that   too   abides." 

But  as  always  when  man  comes  to  the  end  of  his 
ideas  and  rests  in  faith  in  God,  God  leads  him  out.  It  was 
not  many  months  before  God  led  Bishop  Hartzell  to 
Rhodesia  and  showed  him  a  fair  promised  land,  an  aban- 
doned town.  There  were  buildings  and  large  tracts  of 
land,  and  here  two  years  after  his  election  to  the  episcopacy 


RHODESIA     MISSION  CONFERENCE  63 

he  began  the  work  of  the  Old  UmtaH  Industrial  Mission, 
This  gift  from  the  munificent  giver,  Hon.  Cecil  John  Rhodes, 
is  probably  the  greatest  single  donation  ever  made  to  the 
Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Again  and 
again  in  Madeira,  Rhodesia,  Loanda  and  other  countries  this 
man  of  God,  Bishop  hart/.ell,  was  providentially  led  in  the 
purchase  of  property.  He  was  led  of  God  in  the  estab- 
lishing of  centers  in  North  Africa,  and  some  who  were 
strong  in  their  unbelief  of  the  project  have  acknowledged 
here   the  sure  leading  of  Him  who  rules  and  over-rules. 

Tho  there  have  been  failures  of  plans  and  failures  of 
trusted  men,  tho  there  have  been  difficulties  which  would 
have  taken  the  heart  out  of  ordinary  man  and  made  him 
disbelieve  in  himself  and  in  God,  yet  with  sublime 
faith  he  kept  on  building  up  his  centers  of  influence 
and  civilizing  force.  Tho  Bishop  Hartzell  was  misunder- 
stood and  criticised  adversely  yet  h?  did  not  falter  in 
his  devotion  to  Africa  nor  in  his  faith  in  men.  Difficulties 
have  been  overcome  and  the  work  has  grown.  And  how 
the  work  has  developed!  When  Bishop  Hartzell  came  to 
take  charge  of  the  work  in  Africa,  Liberia  and  the  work 
later  comprised  in  the  Congo  Mission  Conference  was  all 
that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  had.  Much  of  this 
work  was  disorganized,  many  of  the  Missionaries  were 
in  destitute  circumstances,  and  many  sick,  for  much  of 
the  time  of  the  workers  had  been  consimied  in  finding 
the  necessaries  of  life.  So  that  when  Bishop  Hartzell  came 
to  the  work  there  were  in  the  whole  of  the  Methodist 
Work  in  Africa  less  than  5,000  members  and  probationers, 
according  to  the  figures  of  Noble  in  his  "Redemption  of 
Africa"  there  were  few,  if  any,  educational  institutions." 
What  property  there  was  in  the  various  missions  was  in 
disrepair.  The  appropriation  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  to  work  in  Africa  outside  of  Liberia  between  the 
years  1885  and  1896  was  only  $2. SCO.  In  the  year 
1893  the  total  expenditure  was  a  little  less  than  $10,003. 
To-day  the  appropriation  for  the  whole  of  Africa  is  S55. 000 
But  the  special  gifts  which  are  yearly  brought  to  Africa 
by  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  our  Bishop  will  more  than 
cover  the  amount    of   the    appropriation.    Besides    in  1914 
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Africa  raised  on  the  field  a  little  more  than  $24,000.  This 
is  nearly  half  of  the  appropriation  given  by  the  Board. 
There  ars  nearly  250  day  schools  and  institutions  of 
higher  lea^-ning  in  which  there  are  over  eight  thousand 
pupils.  We  have  16,065  members  and  probationers  and 
a  half  a  milhon  dollars  worth  of  property.  In  all  this  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  growth  in  the  last  ten 
years  has  been  twice  as  fast  as  in  the  decade  preceeding. 
For  twenty  years  Bishop  Hartzell  has  stood  before  the 
Church  in  the  home  land,  holding  up  Africa  and  the  black 
man  to  the  vision  of  the  Church.  His  name  and  face 
spell  Africa  and  the  down-trodden  negro  race  to  any 
f  udience.  He  has  traveled  on  an  average  of  30,000  miles  a 
year  for  twenty  years  seeing  the  black  man  in  his  home, 
talking  with  government  official  and  missionary:  he  prob- 
ably knows  Africa  as  no  other  living  man  knows  the 
continent.  On  his  great  heart  he  carries  every  missionary 
and  every  station,  every  native  teacher  and  village.  No 
day  but  before  the  throne  of  grace  he  carries  some 
section  of  the  work  in  Africa.  He  exhorts,  he  pleads, 
he  prays,  he  persuades,  he  interests,  all  for  Africa.  His 
days  have  been  spent  in  consumating  practical  plans  for 
the  work  and  his  nights  have  been  wakeful,  dreaming 
dreams  of  his  centers.  His  life  attitude  is  well  summed 
up  in  the  words  from  his  own  lips,  "0!  Africa,  I  plead 
for  thee!  for  thee  I  live!  for  thee  I  pray!  and  for  thee, 
if  it  be  God's   will,   I  give    my   life!" 

H.    N.   Howard. 
E.  Hess. 
R.    B.    Wallace. 
J.    G.  Paisley. 


Report  of  the   Committee   on  Resolutions. 

A 

Whereas:  This   is  the  last  session  of  Conference  during 
the  active  administration  of  Bishop  Hartzell    and   he    has 
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found   it  impossible   to   be  with    us. 

Be  it  resolved:  That  as  a  Conference  we  express  our 
deep  regret  that  he  could  not  be  with  us  with  his  mature 
leadership  and  fatherly  counsel,  and  that  we  offer  to  God 
our  sincere  thanksgiving  for  having  fulfilled  the  Bishop's 
desire  for  twenty  years  of  service  for  Africa,  also  that 
we  now  tender  to  Bishop  Hai  tzell  our  expression  of  deep 
love  and  affection  and  pray  that  he  may  be  spared  to 
see  still  greater  harvests  as  the  result  of  his  manifold 
labors  and  that  Africa  and  the  Church  may  be  blessed 
by  many  more  years  of   his   unfailing  devotion. 

B 

Whereas;  Three  of  our  older  missionaries  have  been 
obliged   to  return   to  America. 

We  regret  very  much  the  accident  which  caused  Dr. 
Gurney  so  much  suffering  and  compelled  Tiim  to  leavt- 
the  field.  He  was  baginng  a  very  important  work  in  the 
District  North  of  our  older  work,  where  his  opportunities 
in  a  thickly  populated  section  were  unlimited.  We  sin- 
cerely hope  that  he  will  be  able  to  return  after  a  few 
months,    as   he   plans,    restored   in   health. 

We  are  also  grieved  to  re])ort  that  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
A.  L.  Buchwalter  were  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  Mr. 
Buchwalter's  ill  health.  We  pray  for  his  early  improve- 
ment and  hope  for  their  return  to  us.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Buchwalter  have  been  in  the  work  in  Africa  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  having  given  faithful  and  de- 
voted  service   in    Liberia,  Inhambane  and  Rhodesia. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved:  That  we  place  on  record  our 
deep    appreciation   of  the  services  of    these    missionaries. 


Whereas:  We  are   always  glad  to  welcome  the  officials 
of  the  Church  to  a  better  knowledge  of  the  mission    work, 
the  missionaries   are   especially  pleased    that  Dr.  and  Mrs 
J.  E.  Crowther  visited    our   Mission  in   Rhodesia.   We  hope 
the   visit  will  result  in  an  enlargement  of  our  work. 
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D 

Whereas:  Burins'  the  last  six  months  no  less  than 
eight  missionaries  have  returned  to  the  field  here  which 
betokens  a  new  era   for  our  mission. 

Be  it  resolved:  That  as  a  Conference  we  give  gratitude 
to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  this  token  of  His  blessing  and 
for  a  guarding  providence  amidst  the  dangers  of  travel  to 
which   they  were  subjected. 

E 

Since  the  missionaries  at  Old  Umtah  have  so  hospit- 
ably entertained  the  Conference,  we  desire  to  sincerely 
thank  our  hosts   for  their   kindness. 

H.  I.   James. 

R.  B.    Wallace. 

G.  A.    Roberts. 

G  Clark. 


Report  of  the   Committee  on  Sunday   Schools. 

The  Sunday  Schools  of  the  District  have  done  good 
work  during  the  past  year.  It  is  impossible  to  srive  an 
accurate  report  of  the  attendance  but  there  were  1,977 
reported'  as  being  somewhat  regular  during  the  year. 
The  pastor- teachers  state  report  cards  are  useful  in  main- 
taining   regular    attendance  in  the  village   Sunday  Schools. 

There  are  not  many  officers  being  trained  to  help  in 
the  work  and  to  take  charge  of  the  Sunday  Schools  for 
the  work  in  future  years.  There  is  nothing  being  done 
in  the  way  of  funds  to  pay  for  literature.  The  eighty- 
four"  S.  S.  teachers  need  more  training  and  instruction 
that  they  may  be   more   efficient. 

It  is  recommended  by  the  Sunday  Schools  Committee 
that  report  cards  be  placed  in  the    hands    of  every  teacher 


RHODESIA  MISSION  CONFERENCE  67 

and  that  these  cards  be  returned  to  the  S.  S.  Missionary, 
and  a  record  of  attendance  kept.  We  as  a  committee  recom- 
mend especially  that  the  Sunday  School  Rubatsiro  be 
published.  It  will  add  much  to  the  efficiency  of  the  work 
done  in  the  classes. 

G.  A.  Roberts. 

J.  G.  Paisley. 

E.  H.  Greeley. 

E.  E.  Bjorklund. 


Report   of  the  Committee  on  Famine  Relief. 

The  native  teachers  met  with  G.A.Roberts  to  discuss 
plans  for  the  coming  famine  resulting  from  the  prolonged 
drought.  Every  teacher  was  urged  to  take  immediate  steps 
toward  a  new  garden  in  low  lands  or  which  can  be  irrigated 
easily,  and  in  which  they  should  plant  as  soon  as  the 
season  will  permit,  seeds  which  will  bring  food  quickly 
and  abundantly  to  preserve  life.  Some  of  the  teachers 
who  have  learned  the  art  of  gardening  at  Old  Umtali 
under  G.  A.  Roberts  told  of  their  experiences  in  the  past 
year   which  encouraged   others   to  adopt  their  methods. 

The  knowledge  of  gardening  and  the  interest  of  those 
who  had  learned  gardening  at  Old  Umtali  was  an  amazing 
revelation.  One  teacher  told  how  he  had  obtained  favor 
with  his  white  neighbors  by  the  gifts  of  vegetables  to 
them  who  in  turn  gave  him  bread,  butter,  milk  and  a  bag 
of  grain.  Another  told  oi  the  abundance  of  ve?:etables  he 
had  raised  by  improved  methods.  Another  told  how  many 
vegetables  he  had  sold.  All  were  enthusiastic  in  their 
desires  to  do  what  they  could  to  relieve  the  famine  situa- 
tion. 

E.    H  Greeley. 
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Report   of  Committee;  Qualification   of  Native  Workerg. 

The  Committee  on  Qualification  of  Native  Workers 
submitted  the   following  report: 

1.  In  respect  to  character  of  the  54  native  pastor- 
teachers,  all  except  two  are  qualified  to  receive  appoint- 
ments. The  committee  recommends  that  the  cases  of  these 
two  appointments  should  be  with-held  until  such  a  time  as 
the  committee   shall  make  a  favorable  report. 

2.  In  respect  to  educational  qualifications,  the  average 
grade  is  far  too  low,  and  the  committee  recommends 
that  some  measure  be  immediately  adopted  to  afford  bet- 
ter training,  and  that  the  Central  Training  School  for  boys 
and  the  Fairfield  School  for  girls  be  given  the  fullest 
and  most  sympathetic  support  of  every  missionary  and 
teacher. 

J.  R.  Gates. 
H.N.    Howard. 
E.   H.   Gredeij. 


Report   of  the    Board   of  Examiners. 

Registrar  reports  that  H.  I.  James  has  completed  the 
studies  of  the  third  year.  He  has  also  read  the  following 
books:  Governing  Conference  of  Methodism,  History  of 
Methodism,  Vol.11.,  Social  Message  of  the  Modern  Pul- 
pit, Methodist   Review. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  recommend  that  he  be  con- 
ditioned on  the  remaining  books  to  be  read  and  i  :,  sed 
into   the  studies  of  the   fourth   year. 

E.    H.    Greeleij. 
H.    I.    James. 
H.  N.   Howard. 
J.  R.   Gates. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  New   Work. 

The  Committee  on  New  Work  are  overwhelmed  as  they 
face  the  great  unoccupied  regions  within  the  bounds  of 
this  conference  and  the  urgent  call  for  help  from  so  many 
quarters.  The  ripeness,  and  in  many  case  the  over-ripe- 
ness of  the  fields  is  unquestionably  the  urgent  call  of 
God,  speaking  to  the  Church  in  terms  of  human  need.  In 
the  face  of  great  financial  embarrassment  the  committee 
feel  compelled  to  recommend  only  the  opening  of  one  new 
station  at  Odzi  where,  in  a  short  while,  thousands  of  na- 
tives may  center. 

J.    R.    Gates. 
H.    I.   James. 
H.  N.  Hoivard. 


Report   of  the   Committee  on   Union  Training    School. 

The  Committee  on  Union  Training  School  met  and 
organzed,  but,  owing  to  a  lack  of  definite  data  as  to  the 
original  proposal  and  what  developements  have  actually  ta- 
ken place  we  are  unable  to  make  any  recommendation. 

We  have,  however,  laid  plans  for  the  thorough  enquiry 
as  to  the  practicability  of  such  a  school,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  attitude  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission  regarding  the 
proposition. 

J.    R.    Gates. 
H.  N.    Howard. 
H.    I.    Ja  mes. 
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Committee:    Location    and  Erection   of   Buildings. 

The    committee   on    location   and  erection  of  buildings 
reported   the   following: 

Old   Umtali  dispensary  completed; 

Church  at   Nyakatsapa  begun. 

Church  at  Mutambara  nearly  completed. 

Church  at  Makomwe  completed  and  dedicated. 

House    at   Mtoko  completed. 

House    at   Makaha  completed. 

Nine      teachers  houses  built. 

The  Finance  Committee. 


Report   of    Conference    Treasurer. 

The  Conference  Claimnant's  Fund  as  it  now  stands  is 
$910.  25  plus  the  interest  since  1914  at  4  This  amount 
is  substantially  the  same  as  reported  last  Conference, 
no  draft  having  been  received  from  the  Book  Concern  for 
the  year   1915. 

H.    I.    James. 


Report  of  Woman's   Conference. 

The  Woman's   Conference  has  met  three  times  du':'ing 
the  present  session   of  the  Mission  Conference. 

The  following   officers  have  been  elected  for  the  year:- 

President  Mrs,  H,N,  Howard. 

Vice-President  Mrs,  J,  G,  Paisley, 

Statistical-Secretary  Mrs.  J.  R,   Gates. 

Secretary-Treasurtr  Mrs.  H,  I,  James. 
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Asa  Woman's  Conference  wc  present  the  following  to 
the  Mission    Conference: 

1.  That  it  be  impressed  upon  the  wives  of  our  Native 
Pastor-Teachers  that  the  first  duty  as  wives  and  mothers 
is  in  their  own  homas  and  th^t  they  should  not  mike  fre- 
quent or  long  visits  away  from  home;  that  as  the  wives 
of  teachers  they  should  feel  the  responsibility  of  helping 
to  carry  on  the  work  at  the  station,  especially  in  matters 
pertaining  to   women. 

2.  That  prospective  teachers'  wives  be  urged  to  come 
under  the  supervision  of  Missionaries  to  be  trained  in 
various  duties  helpful  in  kraal' work  such  as:  sewing,  laun- 
dry, medical  work,  hygiene,  Bible  classes  among  women 
and  children  and  Sunday  School  work. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  tide  of  immorality 
sweeping  over  the  country  as  never  before.  We  consider 
the  following  as  the  chief  causes :- 

1.  The  new  liberty  into  which  the  women  have  recently 
come;  as  a  result  the  fathers,  husbands,  and  chiefs  have 
lost  their  former   influence  with  them. 

2.  The  custom  of  the  boys  taking-  the  girls  who  they 
intend    to  marry   into   their  fathers'  homes. 

3.  In  case  of  the  teachers  the  custom  of  girls  cook- 
ing for  unmarried  teachers  and  for  the  married  teachers 
in  the    absence   of   their   wives. 

4.  Their  inordinate  love  for  dress. 

Therefore  we  recommend; 

1.  That  the  question  of  the  boys  taking  the  girls  into 
their  fathers'  homes  be  referred  to  the  native  teachers,  and 
after  this,  if  it  is  thought  practical  that  the  Mission  Con- 
ference  legislate   against  it 

2.  That  the  unmarried  and  the  married  teachers  in  the 
absence   of  their  wives  do  not   have  girls  cook    for    them. 
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3.  That  the  teachers  and  their  wives  be  urged  to  set 
the  example  of  simplicity  in  dress  as  large  numbers  of  girls 
are  selling  themselves  for   finery. 

4.  That  the  teachers  consult  among  themselves  as  to 
whether  dancing  brings  evil  to  their  people,  sometimes 
leading  to  drink    and   immorality. 

We  acknowledge   oar  sins  of    ignorance  in      preachin;? 
this  very  liberty    in  which   the   women    have    too  quickly 
come  for  their  own  good   at  this  transitional   period  in   their 
lives,  and  we  recommend  that  we    preach  to  them  Paul's 
injunction  "Let    the  wives  be  subject  to  their  husbands." 

Mrs.   H.    I.    James. 

Secy.  Woman's  Co.if. 


MISSION  ROLL. 
Conference  Members  P.  0.  Address 

Biichwalter,  A.  L.,    (on  f urlo)      Monrovia,  Cal.,  U.S.A. 

Greeley,  E.  H.,  Mrewa,     Rhodesia 

Gurney,    S.  -     (on  furlo)    150  Fifth  Ave.,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Gates,  J.  R.,  Old  Umtali,  Rhodesia. 

Howard,  H.  N. 

James,     H.  I.  ,, 

O'Farrell  T.  A.  Mu.tambara  Mission,  Private  Bag, Umtali 

''   ^sionaries  not  Members    of   Conference 

^    Bjorklund,  Miss  E.  E.  Old  Umtali,     Rhodesia 
-- Howard,  Mrs.    H.  N. 

Gates,  Mrs  J.  R.  -        - 

James,  Mrs.  H.  I. 

Mullikin,  Miss.  P.  -        «. 

Paisley,  Mrs.     J.   G.  Mtoko 

Roberts,     G.      A.  Old  Umtali 

r.oberts,  Mrs.    G.     A,  "       *' 

O'Farrell,  Mrs.  T.    A..  Mutambai'a  Mission 

Buchwalter  Mrs  A.  L.  (on  furlo)  Monrovia,  Cal., U.S.A. 
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Missionaries  of  the   W.  F.    M.  S. 

Clark,    Miss   G.  Old  Umtali 

Hess,    Miss   E.  A.  ^^        .< 

Nourse,  Miss.  E.  D.  Lofayette,    Incl.,U.S.A. 

Other  White  Workers. 

Paisley,     J.    G.  Mtoko,  Rhodesia. 

Wallace, R.B.  Mutambara  Mission,  Private  Bag,  Umtali 

Wallace,  Mrs.    R.    B. 

Native   Workers 

Renton    Cliffins    John    Vilika 

James    Vilika 

Moses    Hamudi    Chisamba 

Joel    Muza    Gwizo 

Job    Tamutsa    Tsiga 

Jonah     Gurungo     Chikwariro 

Noah  Karutatazha  Marange 

Paul    Geza    Maviza 

Andrew    Matyukira 

Obadiah  Dubuhlingwi    Mawaro 

Joseph     Chimbadzwa    Mukudu 

Anderson    Mwachande    Kachisi 

Andrew    Watapa    Murahwa 

Moses    Paradzayi     Muparutsa 

Timothy     Chekufa    Chipaumire 

Nathaniel    Jim    Jijita 

James     Musapayi    Musiyarira 

Ngazana    Sandomba 

Isaiah     Mupepwa    Tichiwanhunyi 

Paul    Mushuma    Mariyanga 

Benjamin     Misi    Kawadza 

Solom.on  Gebetu    Mapara 

Isaac    Nhamo    Kajau 

Isaiah    Matawa    Munjoma 

Daniel    Caplen    Kapanda 

Stephen    Massaeh 

David    C.  Mazotwa    Mandisodza 

Obadiah    Gapaza    Chimonyo 

Clifford    Edward    Faku 
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Jonathan     Mukaronda    Maramba 
John    Wesley    Makufa    Jaha 
Phillip    Zikiti     Chiyeza 
Isaiah    Shati     Darikwa 
Aaron     Viga    Nyatembe 
Joshua    Zuze     Katita 
John     Muguri     Mugvvambi 
James    Manyope    Chikuse 
Johnson     Marambachinyi     Sachiti 
Furness    Chatepa 
Peter    Dzayiko     Mufunde 
Andrew    Mbengo    Mahechani 
Shadrach    Mandinga    Mupombi 
Daniel     Gatawa    Chitenderu 
Jason    Takafa    Machiwenyika 
Benjamin    Jongwe    Karimupfumbi 
Joseph     Chinzambwe    Nyamurowa 
Nathan     Mahowa    Gwishiri 
Benjamin     Rimayi     Katsidzira 
Andrew    Takazwida    Gapiko 
Herbert    Shangwa    Tabvuma 
Thomas    Muchenje    Marange 
Nathan     Mwandipemhesa    Gwizo 
Enoch    Punugura    Munjoma 
Harrison    Mujuru    Kutsand,",ira 
Zachariah   Chinyadza    Mukumbiwa 
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DISCIPLINARY  QUESTIONS 

1.  Is  this  Annual  Conference  Incorporated  according  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Discipline?  Not  Sin  Annual  Conference 

2.  Who  have  been  Received  by  Transfer,  and  from  what  con- 
ference?       J.  R.  Gates  from  Vermont 

3.  Who  have  been  Readmitted?    None 

If.     Who  have  been  Received  on  Credentials,  and  from  ivhat 
Churches?    None 

5.  Who  have  been  Received  on  Trial? 

'  (a)  In  Studies  of  First  Year.  None 
(6)  hi  Studies  of  Third  Year.    None 

6.  Who  have  been  Continued  on  Trial? 

(a)  In  Studies  of  First  Year.     None 
(6)  In  Studies  of  Second  Year.     None 

(c)  In  Studies  of  Fhird  Year.     None 

(d)  In  Studies  of  Fourth  Year.     None 

7.  Who  have  been  Discontinued?    None 

8.  Who  have  been  Admitted  into  Full  Membership? 

{a)  Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons  this  year.       None 
(&)  Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons  jyrevioitsly.      None 

9.  What  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Third  Year? 

(a)     Admitted  into  Full  Membership  this  year.  None 
(6)  Admitted  into  Full  Membership  previously. 

E.H.Greeley 

T.  A.O'Farrell 

10     What  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Fourth  Year? 
H.  I.  James 

11.  What  Members  have  Completed  the  Conference  Course  of 
Study? 

(a)  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders  this  year.     None 
(6)  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders  2^revionsly.     None 

12.  What  others  have  been  Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons! 

(a)  As  Local  Preachers.     Ncre 
(6)  Under  Missionary  Rule.     None 
(c)  Under  Seminary  Rule.     None 
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13.    What  others  have  been  Elected   and   Ordained  Elders? 
(a)  As  Local  Deacons.     N  one. 
(6)  Under  Missionary  Rule.     None, 
(c)  Under  Seminary  Rule.     None. 

1^.    Was  the  Character  of  each  Preacher  examined?    Yes 

15.  Who  have  been  Transferred,  and  to  tvhat   Conference? 
C.  A.  Kent  to  S.  California. 

16.  Who  have  died?    None. 

17.  Who  have  been  Located  at   their  own  Request?    None. 

18.  Who  have  been  Located?    None. 

19.  Who  have  Withdrawn?    None. 

20.  Who  have  been  permitted  to  Withdraw  under  Charges 
or  Complaints?    None. 

21.  Who  have  been  Expelled?    None. 

22.  What  other  Personal  Notation  should  be  made?     None. 

23.  Who  are  the  Supernumerary  Preachers?  None. 
2U.    Who  are  the  Superannuated  Preachers?    None. 

25.  Who  are  the  Triers  of  Appeals?    None. 

26.  What  is  the  Statistical  Report  for  the  year? 
See  Statistical  Table 

27.  What  is  the  Aggregate  of  the  Benevolent  Collections 
ordered  by  the  General  Conference,  as  reported  by  the  Confer 
ence  Treasurer?    Nothing. 

28.  What  are  the  Claims  on  the  Conference  Fundi  Nothing 

29.  What  has  been  Received  on  these  Claims,  and  hoiv  has 
it   been    Applied^  Nothing. 

30.  What  is  the  Amount  of  the  Five  Per  Cent  of  Collectioris 
of  the  Conference  Claimants  Connectional  Fund  paid  by  the 
Treasurer  to  the  Board  of  Conference  Claimants?    None. 

31.  Where  are  the  Preachers  Stationed?  See  Appointments 

32.  Where  shall  the  Next  Conference  be   held'!   Old  IJmtali. 
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APPOINTMENTS 
RHODESIA    MISSION    CONFERENCE 

Held   at  Old   Umtali,  Rhodesia,    February   17-24,  191G. 
Rev.    John  Richard  Gates,  President. 

John   R.    Gates        District   Superintendent 

Old  Umtali,    Rhodesia,  Africa. 

Umtali   Circuit 

Umtali 
St.    Andrew'^  (  Waits)  To  be    supplied 

First    Church    (  Native)   David   C.    M.    Mandisodza 
Gutukunuhwa     -   Muku/.hiwa  To  be  supplied 

Bvumba  -  Mudara  To  be  supplied 

Old   Umtali  Circuit 

Native  Church  H.    N.    Howard 

Boys'   Central  Training  School  H.  N.  Howard  Principal 
Bible   Department  H.   I.  James 

Literary   Department  H.    N.    Howard 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Roberts 
Mrs.  H.  N.  Howard 
Grace.    Clark 
Stella  A.    Hess 
Mrs.  H.  I.  James 
Clifford   Faku 
Industrial   Department 
Agriculture  \ 

Animal   Husbandry  G.    A.  Roberts 

Gardening  I 

Mechanical  To   be   supplied 

Normal  Training   Department     H.   N.    Howard 
Medical   Department  Ellen  E.   Bjorklund 

Rhodesia  Mission   Press  ^    H.    I.  James 

Fairfield  Girls'  School  (W.  F.  M.  S.)  Grace  Clark  Principal 

Stella  Hess  Asst.  Principal 
Department   of  Religious  Work  Stella   Hess 

Grace   Clark 
Joseph  C.  Nyamurowa 
Industrial    Department  Grace   Clark 
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Literary  Department 

Mandiyambira  -   Chikanga 
Mundenda  -  Marara 
Manyarara 

Mutambara    Circuit 

Mutambara   Mission   School 

Mutambara  Girls'  School 
Mutambara   Native  Church 
Nyambeya 
Mutsiyabako 

Zimunya  Circuit 

Chitora 

Muradzikwa 

Chitakatira 

Gilmerton 

Chisumba 

Mt.  Makomwe  Circuit 

Mt.    Makomwe 
Matanda  -  Munyarari 
Gwavvawa   Wendumba 
Odzi 
Tsayisi 

Mrewa  Circuit 

Medical   Work 
Mrewa  Centre 
Mrewa  Location 
Marumisa 
Kanyasi  -  Zonga 
Nyagwiso 
Mtoko   Circuit 
Mission   School 

Medical  Work 
Makaha   Circuit 

Mission   School 
Medical  Work 


Stella   Hess 
Joseph   Nyamurowa 
To  be   supplied 
To    be   supplied 
To  be  supplied 

(    r.   A.    O'Farrell 
Mrs.  T.  A.  O'Farrell 

I  Moses  P.  Munyarutsa 
To   be   supplied 
T.    A.   O'Farrell 
To  be   supplied 
To  be  supplied 

Isaiah  Munjoma 
Isaiah  Darikwa 
To    be  supplied 
To  be  supplied 
To  be  supplied 

To   be   supplied 
To  be  supplied 
Daniel     Chitenderu 
To  be   supplied 
To   be   supplied 

E.    H.    Greeley 
Dr.  S.    Gurney 
Paul    Mariyanga 
Benjamin  Kawadza 
To  be    supplied 
Solomon  Mapara 
To    be   supplied 
J.   G.    Paisley 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Paisley 
Job  Tsiga 
Dr.    S.    Gurney 
Dr.    S.    Gurney 
To    be  supplied 
Dr.   S.    Gurney 
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Headlands   Circuit 

Nyahwedegvve 
Musakwa 

Umtasa   Circuit 

Nyakatsapa  Mission  School 

Medical  Department 
Umtasa 

Girls  Work 
Dowi 
Zinyembi 
Buwu 
Samanga 
Rupinda 
Nyamukwarara 
Vumbunu 

Penhalonga    Circuit 

P  Miibi  ci 

Mission   School 
Rezende 

Gandanzara    Circuit 

Gandanzara 
Svvikiro  -  Ndingi 
Nyatsanza 
Mukahanana 
Mapara 

Chiduku  Circuit 

Chikwena 

Rukweza    Mataranyika 

Kudzewa 

Muziti 

Rusapi 

Muchenga 

Sharara 

Chigwedere 

Superintandent  of  Sunday  Schools 

Rhodesia  Advocate 


Benjamin     Karimupfumbi 
To  be    supplied 

R.  B.     Wallace     • 
(  Pearl    Mullikin 
^  (  Philip    Chiveza 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Wallace 
To  be  supplied 
Pearl     vlullikia 
Aaron  Viga 
Peter  Mafunde 
To   be  supplied 
To   be   supplied 
To   be  sip^liei 
To   be    sjppliei 
To   be   S'jppli2 1 

Jaiiii    Vilik 
Ren  on     v^ilikn 
James    Vilika 

Benjami  i  Katsidzira 
To    b"   supplied 
To   be   supplied 
To    b3   supplied 
To   be   supplied 

To  be   Supplied 
Moses    Chisamba 
To   b^   supplied 
Anderson  Kachisi 
ro   be   supplied 
To  bs  s  jpplied 
To    be   sjpplied 
To  be    supplied 

To   be  supplied 


I  Editor   To  be  supplied 
Rubatsiro  (Native  paper     i  Assistant  Editor  Mrs.  R.  J.  Gates 
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Simimarv  of  Statistics. 


Totals 
1916 


W< 


Missionaries:  Men 

Women, 
oi'kers  W.  F.  M.  S. 
Other  Foreign  Workers 
Ordained  Native  Preachers 
Unordained  Native  Preachers 
Native  Teachers 
Total   Workers 


ilembers 
Probationers 
Total 

lentary  Schools 
:iing  Schools 

Total   Schools 

.:    lents  in  Training-  Schools 
Pupils  in  Elementary  Schools 

Total  Students 


Sunday  Schools 
Pupils 


Adults 
Children 

Total 


Totals 
1915 


Increase  ,  Decrease 


Workers 

8 
9 
2 
3 

0 

1 

5^ 

77 

6 
5 
1 
3 

1 

52 
69" 

4 
] 

2 

Members  and 

1  Probatior 

1,866 
1,630 

3,496^ 

1,572 
1,618 

3,190 

294 
12 

306 

Educational  Work 

54 

2 

54 
2 

56 

56 

170 

3,775 

160 
4,057 

10 

3,945 

4,217 

53 

4,327 

47 
3,984 

6 
343 

Bapt 

'sms 

362 
168 

396 
139 

535 

29 

530 

284 


34 


3 
I 

Summary  of  Statistics.        (continntMl)  - 

Increase  j  Dec  e  isd 

1 


Totals     Totals 


No.  of  Churches 
No:  of  Parsonages 


Value  of  Churches 

"  "  Parsonages 

Value  of   Mission    Presses 
"  "      Lands 

"     Bjilding-s  &  Equipment 

Value  of  Property  W  F  M  S 

Total 


Debt  on    Real  Estate 

Support  of  Native  Church 
Ch.  Building&  Repairing 
Other  Local  purposes 
T  otal  Contributions 


1916        1915 

Church    Property 


55 

53 

58 

57 

$38,675 

$36,575 

$21,505 

$23,425 

$3,500 

$  3,500  ' 

$37,500 

$37,500 

$24,568 

$24,068 

$16,415 
145.163 

$16,415 

141,483 

>,  100 

,080 


$      500 


$  3.680 


Indebtedness  and  Self-support 


$  4,000    $  4,000 


$   515 

$   465 

$   425 

$   990 

$  5,254 

$  4,110 

$  6, 194 

$  5,565 

50 


$  1,144 


$    565 


